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ADVERTISEMENT, 

IF the boldnefs of fuppoling converfa- 
tions held between the Dead aud the 
Living requires an apology, let it be ob- 
fervedj that the dialogue of the following 
pages is intended merely as a vehicle (and 
I hope not an unpleafing vehicle) of truth. 
My fear is, that I have not done juftice to 
the Dead or the Living, — ^To the illuftrious 
Dead 1 am too fure I have not, whom yet, 
I flatter myfelf, I have not introduced as 
fpeakers in any caufe unworthy their con- 
cern. In regard to the Living, I confefs I 
am under (though fome, yet) lefs appre- 
henfion of this kind. I muft, however, 
apologife to thefe Gentlemen for the liberty 
I have taken with their names. As to the 
thoughts which I have fuppofed them -to 
deliver, there is lefs need of apology ; for 

they 



u 



ADVERTISEMENT. 



they are, in general, given in the very 
words of their refpeftive works ;— and 
where this is not the cafe^ I apprehend that 
the other fentiments are fairly deducible 
from the general air of their writings, and 
tenor of their reafonings. 
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toRD HERBERT*— Mr. HUMEf. 
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Lord HERBERT. 

NAY, ftart not, Mr. Hume ; I come 
with a friendly defign ; and when 
you are recovered from the emo- 
tions which, I fee, my vifit has thrown you 
into, I will convince you that my intents 
are charitable j it will be your future care 
to (hew that they have been efFeftuaU 

* Lord Herbert lived in the reign of James the Firfl : he 
poblifhed • deiftical performance, entitled Di Verim^ — the 
firft of the kind which formed Deifm into a regular fy^m. 

•f* This and the following Dialogue were written before the 
death of Mr. Haoie. 

B Mr. 
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M R. H U M E. 

There is a gentlenefs in your manner 
that encourages me. I fhall foon recolle£l: 
my fcattered fpirits : may I alk, who it is 
that honours me with this extraordinary 
vifit ? 

Lord HERBERT. 

I was once Lord Herbert. 

M R. H U M E. 

Lord Herbert ! — I venerate the name— 
and am very certain, that nothing but the 
furprife of your lordfliip's fudden and un- 
expe£ted appearance could have prevented 
my immediately recognifing a fpirit fb con- 
genial to my own. You, my lord, was 
the founder of a noble plan of Deifm, on 
which I have endeavoured to build a firm 
9ad durable fabric. 



Lord 



Dialogue t ^. 

* 
LoRi> HERBERT. 

You have built, indeed* Sir ; but to de- 
ftroy that boafted building is the chief pur- 
pofc of my prefent vifit. You fefem difdp- 
pointed ; but you^ too residy claim to a 
fiinilarity of fpirit with xiie deferved, and 
drew upon you, the retort. Our fouls, 
Mr. Hume, were eflentially different j and 
if my principles were erroneous, my errors 
arofe not from pride, nor did I apprehend 
their tendency to be fo fatal as the experi- 
ence of pofterity has proved , them. Sut 
your principles are delivered with an air of 
high felf-fufficiency, which too evidently 
betrays their fource ; and their tendency is 
fo clearly atheiftical and immoral, that it is 
impoffible for you to plead ignorance of 
their unhappy confequences. Of my errors 
I, however, am now convinced: happy 
for you. Sir, if noiv too conviction finds its 
way to your breaft I Your future peace is 

B 2 ' clofely 
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clofely conne^ed— more clofely conne^ed 

than you imagine — with your prefent con- 

Tiilioq* 

M R. H U M E. 

. Your lord(hip's obliging earneftnefs dCf ^ 
mapds my acknowledgmeiits, and induces 
roe to attend to you with readinefs ; but if 
conviaion follows your words, I forefee 
one difagreeable effeCt, of which, perhapSf 
you are not aware j for, indeed, my Lordr-?- 

i . 

Lord HERBERT. 

Brop^ if ypu pleafe, *tbat expreffion of 
refped: ; for mci Sir, it has now no charms : 
titles with me were always trifling — now 
they are infignificant. But proceed, Sir, 
to inform me of the difagreeable effied you. 
was about to mention. 

Mr. HUME. 

I have a ftrpng prejudice (enemy though 
I, be to prejudices in pther*) in favour of a 

5 ftatc 
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flate of doubt and uncertaintyi which ftate 
I chufe to call philofophy. From this ftate I 

< • ' 

wrfh not to be driven : I cannot but fay, 
that " the calm, though cbfcure, regroris' 
** of philofophy *^' are to me more eligible 
than all the light which the cleareft reafoner 
can throw upon the fubjed of religion* 

LoKD HERBERT. 
You cannot furely be ferious, Sir ! 

Mr. HUME. 

Indeed I am-perfedly ferious, and ** wifli 
** to uphold this deliberate doubt +.'* It is 
only •* the frailty of human reafon, and 
** the irrefiftible Contagion of opinion J/^ 
that I fear : they> perhaps, may induce me 
to yield my poft, and quiti though you fee 
how unwillingly, thofe calm regions in 
which my foul delights. 

^ Hame'fl Effays, vol. ii. p. 4Sj> id fin. 
fibid. tibid. 

B 3 .Lord 
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Lord HERBERT. 

Surely, Sir, your infatuation (for the 
{^c of human nature I wiib it) is uncom- 
mon : this is indeed 9 proof, that mtn may 
love darknefs rather than light. ** Caha 
** regions of doubt and uncertainty !" As 
well might the wretched failor, while his 
yeflel is toflfed by the wild and ftormy waves 
of the unfathomable oceaoi call his (itya- 
tion calm ; and with equal reafon might he 
prefer, or pretend to prefer, it to the fieady 
fituation of a fhip at anchor, and prote&ed 
from winds and waves by the furrounding 

port* 

M R. H U M £. 

Declamation is not reafon^ por can iimi- 
lies be allowed to pafs for proofs* 

Loud HJ^RBERT. 
\ grant it, Sir. But you have, I per* 

• * • • ♦ 

,<feive, recovered your fpirits : I am glad of 
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It; your attention will be more regular, 

■ 

and your judgment more free. In return 
to your quick reply, I (hall obferve to you, 
that you had efcaped much jufl cenfure, 
had you been contented with proofs as 
weak as fimilies« nor fought to pufli your 
proofs beyond the bounds of common 

« 

fenfe'^. But enough of this : I come at once 
to the point, a.nd affure you, that your 
grand argument agalnft the Chriftian reli- 
gion is weak, and unfupported by jufl: and 
folid reafon« 

r 

M R. H U M E. 
My grand argument ! Oh illuftrious 
ihade, you amaze me ! I never offered any 

* I am able to prove^ that ** except we believe many things 
^* witboot proof, we can never believe any thing at all ; for 
*f that all iband reafoniog mnft ultimately reft on the princi* 
'* pies of common fenfe i that is, on principles intuitively 
** certain or intuitively probable; and confcquently, that 
<* common fenfe is the ultimate judge of truth, to which 
\% reaion muH contioiiaHy aA in fubordination.'^ 

Be^ttie on Tratfa« p. 55. 

94 *rgU^ 



B pi A LOG UE I. 

argument againft the Chriftian religian^ 
did I not ever fpeak of it refpeflf ully ? did 
I not call it *' our moft holy rcligioo *f ?-* 
did I not ever ^rt^cfs myfelf a friend—— 

Lord HERBERT. 

Yes, and regarded it with thefriendfhip 
of Joab X to Amafa; with your hand aim- . 
ing deftrudioui while your looks and 
words befpoke amity and peace. ^ 

Mr. HUME. 

I cannot fuffici^ntly exprefs my aftonifii- 
ment. What ! make a direct attack upon 
the religion of my country I No ; I was 
Qot fo l>ad a citizen as to raife religious con* 
fufion; nor had I fo little regard to my 
own fafety, as to draw upon myfelf the 
rage of bigotted priefts by an affault upon 
their craft. 



f Hame's Eilays, vol.iu p. i46« L 3%, 
\ % Sam« chap. xz« 9th and loth verfes* 

Lord 
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LoRP HERBERT. 

No fubterfiiig€8> Sir i with me they ivill 
avail yoQ nothiog. I allow both your per* 

fonal and your political prudence^ and yet 

infift upon it, that you made a violent (and 

in your own opinion an irrefiflible) attack 

upon Ghriftianity : a battery lofea neither 

its name nor its defign, for being malked. 

M R. H U M E. 
I impatiently expe<ft an explanation, 

LoED HERBERT. 

Tour Essay on Miracles, then^ 
thofe grand pillars of the Chriftian religion, 
proves* your defign to overturn that reli- 
gion ; and yet the chief argument upon 
which your reafoning turns, is, indeed, 
fuch as unprejudiced judgment mufl: coa- 
demn. 

* 

Mr. 
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Mr.' HUME. 

Forgive me, if I bj, that I fhould be 
extremely furprifed to hear your ftrong aS- 
fertion proved. 

{<oRQ HERBERT, 

I make aot the leaft doubt but you would* 
The man that can introduce his dodrines 
with authoritative confidence, will queftion- 
lefs be aftonifhed at hearing thofe dodrines 
difprpved. Be aflured, Sir, however, that 
there is nothing fo mean as felf- flattery ; 
nor can any method be taken, fo effectual to 
render the flxength of proof fufpicious, 
as to ufher |t in wit^ aa air of high felfm 
(ufiiciency, 

Mr. HUME. 

There needs noghojl come from, the grav^ 
To tell us this *. 

*l Hamlet, A& i. Scene 5. 
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Lord HERBERT. 

So> indeed, one fhould imagine; but 
you, Mn Humei feemed not to have been 
fenfible of this, and to require an extraor^ 
binary teacher to inculcate it to you, when 
you prefaced what you had to fay on the 
fubjeA of Miracles with the following 
words : ** I flatter myfelf that I have dif* 
♦* povered an argument of the like (deci- 
f * five) nature, which, if jufty will with 
** the wife and learned be an everlafting 
^\ check to all kinds of fuperftitious delu* 
♦* . fion, and confequently will be ufeful io 
f? long a^ tlxe world enjdurps j for fo long, 
** I prefume, will the accounts of piiracles 
♦* and prodigies be found in all hiftory, 
" facred and profane *.'• It is not, Sir, the 
affeded humility of the words ifjufi^ nor 
|he artful pbrafe oi fuperftitious deltifton^ 

f Ei&y on Miracles, vo]. ii. p. \ij^ 

that 
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that can conceal the arrogance and pro- 
phanenefs of this fentence j a fentence too, 
^here not only arrogance atnd' p^ophaneaefs 
form a part, but m which notrienfe haa iU 
fhare-— for it it expfefled ki terms of iht 
mod (kfpkible tautology. What! ** aii 
^ hiftory,*' Sit— and theh ** facrcd and 
^' profane T" Was not the fenfe ccMUplete 
without this addition ? But you feared your 
reader might not think of the Bible j and 
therefore, rather than not point out the 
imthediate objed of your affault, you chofe 
to make the fentence contemptible and ab- 
furd. If you have left m you one fparkof 
fcnfibility, it is now, Sir, that it muft 
kindle in your bofom. 

Mr. HUME. 

I feel your warm reproof, and acknow^ 
ledge both its truth and juftice. 



A- 



Lord 
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LoRp P E R B E R T. 

It is well, and I forbear to prefe it fur- 
ther upon you : let us now come to the 
principal purpofe of my vifit. Experi- 
SNCE with you is the teft of truth : nothing 
that coatradids experience can be true;* 
nothing that is contrary to the commoa 
courfe of nature can be admitted as fa£l:. 
This, Sir, is what you infift upon, and this 
is your difcovery^ is it not ? 

Ma. HUME. 
It is. 

I 

Lord HERBERT. 

You have raifed a mere phantom to af- 
fault an armed man. I fuppofe, Sir, you 
would allow it to be a miracle, if the fun 
ihould not arife to-morrow till the time in 
which it fhould regularly be in the meri- 
dian ? 

Mr, 



14 DIALOGUE I. 

Mr. HUME. 

Moft certainly, I flxould. 

Lord HERBERT. 

And I fuppofe you will not allow it to bcr 
a miracle, if the furi * (hould arife at the 
time in which you regularly cxped it ? 

Ma. HUME. 

Moft certainly, I fhall not. 

Lord HERBERT. 

And your reafon, Sir, for allowing the 
miracle in the former cafe, is, becaufe the 
appearance would be contrary to the com- 
mon courfe of nature ; and for not allow- 
ing it in the latter cafe, is, becaufe the ap- 
\ 

« 

♦ *^Tor my own part, I think the rifing and fetting of the 
<< fan a more durable argamenc for religiooy than all the coin- 
«• fulfipns of nature pat together/' 

i^rchbiihop Herring to Mr. Duncombe^ 
Letter xlviiu p. 17a* 

j6 pearancc 
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pearance would be according to the com- 
mon courfe of nature. 

Ma. HUME. 

Thofci indeed, would be my reafons.. 

Lord HERBERT, 



And yet, Sir- 



Ma. HUME. 

Forgive my interruption : but it may 
prevent much altercation (fince you conde- 
fcend to argue with me), if I here remind 
you, that the confequencfi of what I have 
granted and denied is this : That it is ut- 
terly tmpojfthle your fuppofed miracle can 
happen, becaufe it contradids experience ; 
and it is equally certain, your other fuppo- 
fition mufi and nvill happen, becaufe it co- 
iricides with an experience of five thou- 
iand, or, if you will believe the Chinefe, 

of thiijrty thoufancj years. 

Lord 
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Lord HERBERT. 

You might have forborn that oblique 
refledion at the Mofaic hiftoryj but I pafs 
it by, and haftea to aflure you^ of w^at 
you feem not at all aware, that the miracle 
in both cafes is equally great. 

Mr. HUME. 

How !— What !-— Surely my ears deceive 
mc : will you repnt that fentence ?— — 

Lo»D HERBERT. 

Tlie miracle in both cafes is equally 
great* 

Mr. HUME. 

Indeed !~and do you aflfert that it is as 
great ji miracle if the fun rifes at the regu- 
lar time, as it would be if he , were to rife 
fix hours later than that time i 

LORP 
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Lord HERBERT. 

That) Sir, is my aflertion :— and you 
tirould allow the truth of it, if you did not 
fear it would dimolifh your battery of £*- 
perience. But let me afk you, was not the 
fifing of the fiin at the firl^ creation of all 
things a miraculous apfpeatance? Wherd 
was Experience* tbeni and where the 

Gourfe 

^ The fame thoaght has» I fiiid, been giten hf tHc lat« 
iDgenioos Dr« Ogden» in his Sermons on the Articles of th#^ 
Chriftlan Paith % and It is delivered la a maaner fo peculiarly 
animated, and pnrfued with fach ftrengtti of rea&n, that t 
tarinot deny inyfelf the pleafurc of trinfcribing his wordt* 

*^ The refurredlion it feems was an event ^ firahge that nd 
^* teftimony whatever is enough to prove it ; the ftory we ma/ 
** be fore is not true, whoever he be that tells it* 

** On what foundations pray» do you baild an aflarance b 
*• veryabfolutc? 
' '' On the foundation of Experience. 

" As how? 

** I am to tell yod then, that we khow itothifig of At 
*' eflence of cawfitlity^ but found all out afifent u^onjbuilim 

<• 1 am liot fore that I comprehend yoa, 

<* You cannot be pofTeiTed of fo fine an argument in its 
** perfedion without having recoiirfe to its firH inventor (Mr* 
** Hume). Ir may fuffice to let you know in brief, that w« 

C •* believe 
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Courfe of Nature ? If it was an aHowed 
miracle tben^ it is an equal miracle now ;— - 

five 

> 

*• believe always what h moft Ithfyf and caH that moft Ikely 
** whTch mod refembles what we have before met with. 

** But thing) often fall out ihat were not Hfccly. 
. ** Yes : fo often that we find it in general likely that they 
*• fhould ; and in cacti particular caft reflet which of the 
^ two Is fefs likely, that the thing (Mould be as it is repr^ 
•' fcntcd, or the reporter rcprefent it falfcly. 

** taaVc you cvcfr found in tbe courfe of your ferperreitce, 
** that any thing was not true which had been as well atteHed 
** as the refurrcdion ? 

" It. Was a miracle : Experience therefore, univerial Expe- 
rience declares againft it. • ^ 

*' That of the/ve hundnd brethren who iaw it, was fure 
** on the other fide I 

** You nKift appeal to prefent experience : Nature we £n4 
^ unchangeable. 

** Nature I When I difpute with you about Chriftianity, I 
<• fuppofe that you believe a God* 

** You fuppofe perhaps too faft. 

** Then I have no farther difpute with you-: I leave you to 
^ other hands. Chriflianity defires no other honour than t& 
** be receired by every one chat is not an Atheiit^ 

^ Sappofe there be a God ; what then I ' 

<* Why then he made the world. 

" Well, 

*< And a multitude of things mud have been done at that 
« time of the creation, which are not comprehended within the 
*! pre&nt Courfe of Nature. Every animal, every vegetable, 
^ avft hare beev brought into being at Aril in fomt manner 

**of 
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five thoufand or thirty thoufand years 
cannot alter the nature of a fad« In thii 
cafe then it appears evident) that Expe* 
tience is nothing ; and it muft be granted^ 
fhat a faft maty poffibly hippen which con- 
tradids Experience, and by fconfequence the 
poffibility of a miracle muft be allowed. 

Mk; ,H U ME. 

In thu cafe it muft be granted ; but furcJ/ 
you bring a difputable pbint as a certain 
proof, and argue from the '* firft creatioil 
^* of all things,** as if the hiftory giren by 
the Jewiflx prophet had eftablifhed the 
truth of it beyond contradidion ; but if 
the world be eternal, whatt then be^roines 
o f- •'. ■ 



'' of which the world now affords no examples; Of this mt 
'* hanje no ExfiriittCi,Jhr nve knoiu ii to he trui ; Andnmntti 
'* no teJiimi^i/or *ive know it muft bivue happened.^* 

Ogden's Sermons on the Articles of the Chrifiian Faith* 
Cambridge, 1777. Pages 67, 6S, 6j, 70. 

C 2 Laaji 
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Lord HERBERT. 

Fbrbear, Mr. Hume, forbear ; nor urge 
a8 truth what you yourfelf dilbelievc* 
Fly not in the face of Confcience, for tbcj 
fafce of argument. You do not believe thcf 
>vorld to be eternal — you know you do not.: 
Shall I (as I can) bring proof from your 
own words of what I fay ? Will you be 
^^ judged out of your own mouth V^ 

Mr. HUME. 

Well, we will not dwell upon this point 5 . 
it is not eifential to the matter in hand y 
I have befides fomething of greater confe-^ 
quence to offer againft what you have ad- 
vanced, which I flatter myfelf (if. you will 
allow off elf -flattery) will turn the fcale in 
my favour. You have then fo much 
adopted the manner of " the difputer of 
*^ this world,'' as to urge a point, which, 
if granted you, would prove too much ; an 

argument 
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argument of that nature is on all hands 
allowed to be as deficient in point of 
iiveight, as one that proves too little. 

Lord HERBERT. 

It is fo. — But be fo good as to fhew mc 
how mj argumeat proves too much. 

Mr, HUME. 

What then you* have urged will moft 
cffedually prove, that every the moft or- 
dinary appearance of Nature is miraculous, 
and that we are witnefles of ten thoufand 
miracles every day. A method of reafon- 
ing> which, by lowering all kinds of ap- 
pearances down to one ftandard, will ren- 
der every thing, and by confequence no^ 
thing, miraculous. This, I apprehend, is 
proving a great deal too much. 

C 3 Lord 
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tdRO HERBERT. 

It is certainly true, thgit *' the moft or- 
f* dinary appearances of nature are miraT 
** culous ;?* and it is as true '^ that we arc 
•* witnejTes of ten thoufand miracles every 
^' day.'? That you, Mr. Hume, live and 
breathe *, nay, that you hold your pen to 
<:ontradi(fi what you are yourfelf an unde- 
ligning evidence of, is % fa6t as miraculou? 
as it is certain ; but it does not therefore 
follow ** th^t nothing is miracijlous ;'* foy 
jhe ordinary courfe 

Mr. H If M E. 
Excufe a fecond interruption : but I in-» 

• *• For my own part, when I confider how I live; that all 
:f* the animal motions neceflary to my life are independent of 
^f my own will ; that my heart beats without my confent and 
** diredion ; that my life Is Aipported by methods to which I 
♦* am not confcious j I cannot but look upon the prefervation of 
'* my life in every tnoment of it, as an equal miracle, and ai 
•^ great an a£l of power, as raifing a dead body from the 
t^ grave/' Sherlock's Trial of the Wiincflcs, p. 66. 
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treat 70U to favour me with your definition 
pf a miracle. 

Lord HERBERT. 

Moft readily : and perhaps my' com- 
pliance with your requeft may fet the mat- 
ter in a clearer point of view than a longer 
train of reafoning. My definition is fhort, 
but fufficient ; a mirack is an aSiion beyond 
human power to caufe or to explain. 

Mr. HUME. 

Surely you omit an eflential; you fliould 
addf, ^^ a^id is a violation of the laws of 
^ Nature.*' 

Lord HERB E R T. 

There can be no occaflon for fuch an 
addition! unlefs it be to cad an obfcurity 

r 

over the face of truth 5 for thofe very laws of 
Nature Mt in themfelves as fully miraculous 

m 

f Vol. ii. p. 1x8. 

C4 W 
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as any violation of them ever can be, 
You declare in your Eflay *, " that nothing 
*^ is ejietmed miraculous if it ever happea 
•* fn the common courff of Nature." Ef- 
teemed ! will you, Mr. Hump, give that 
as a reafon why it is not fo ? Does opi- 
nion alter the nature of things ? A mi- 
racle that happens every day, every hour, 
nay every minute, is no lefs a n^iracje 
than that which may happen but once in a 
thoufand years. I will produce your own 
inftance, *' fThat lead ftiould remain fuf- 
*' ppnded in thp air is certainty miraci|- 
" lous;" and fo it is that lead Jhould fall ta 
the ground. You hear me with a look of 
aftoniQiment; but diveft yourfelf of preju- 
dice, and confider. Why does a heavy body 
fall to the ground ? You are too much of a 
philofopher to tell me, it does becaufe it 
does ; which in efFeftyou would fay, if you 

f Vol. ii. p. 1 29. f Ibid. 

attributed 
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attributed it to the force of gravity or at- 
tradioQ ; fpecious terms ! which proud 
reafoh has invented to hide its ignorance : 
nOf the thing itfelf is an evident miracle;, 
as much a miracle as if the body were to 
remain fufpended, or to rife, in the air; 
only the one is common and feen every 
day> the other is not fo ; the one is accord- 
ing to^ the other varies froxrif the ordinary 
courfe of Nature> but both are equally 
miraculouSf and both beyond the power of 
human nature to caufe or to explain. 

If this diftindion then be properly rc- 
garded^ it will evidently appear that a mi* 
raculous fad, contrary to the common 
courfe of Nature, is very pojfthle^ if direded 
by that Almighty hand which created all 
thingSi and gave them laws from which 
indeed they fhoi^ld not deviate but at the 
frill of their Divine Diredor. 

And 
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« 

An4 now, Mr- Hume, what beconies of 
your boafted Bxpcrience^ that iqfalliblc mir- 
ror ? You fee, Sir, it is faithlefs, aad re- 
liefs a falfe and deceitful image. 

Mr. HUME. 

I acknowledge your goodnefs, and the 
jpains you have taken for jny conviftion : 
X have diligently attended to your argu* 
.^lents ; I confefs they carry with them the 
appearance of truth ; but from a fortrefs 
that I have deemed impregnable, how can 
I endure to be driven ? Suppofe, however, 
that I fliould allow the force of what jou 
have urged, flill let me a&i can any hu-^ 
manteftimony 

Lord HERBERT. 

Hold, Sir : this is to wander /rom the 
point. The fubje(9: of debate was pot 
whether any human teftimony was fufE- 

cient 



I 
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dent to confirm the exiftence of particular 
miracles, but tht pojihility of any miracle at 
ail. You declare it to be utterly impoffible . 
that a mkade ihould ever happen> and 
you fupport your aflertion by Experi- 
ence ; I have fhewQ you that Experience^ 
fo far from fupporting what you wifli it to 
fupport, throws the firongeft luftre on that 
truth which you endeavour to envelope ix| 
obfcurity ; and points out to the unpre- 
judiced eye the indelible chara&ers of that 
facred fentence, nvith God all things ar^ 
fojfihlc f. 

Mr. HUME. ^ 

Your errand is fo truly charitable^ and 
your condefcending affability fo great, that 
by them I am ftrongly affefted, though I 
frannot add that by your arguments I am 
convinced, I muft ingenuoufly confefs, 
jii^t there is a fomething within which 

* Matihewi xix. 2$« 

whifpers 
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whlfpcrs me that I am right, nor can I, for 
the life of me, think otherwifc ; I am not 
(Tonvinced, if overcome. 

Lord HERBERT. 

Neither will they be convinced though one 
rofefrom the dead'^. Well, Sijr, I will for- 
bear you further ; yet let me add, that iij 
this very Effay of yours, wherein you put 
forth your whole ftrength againft Chrifli- 
anity, there are many obfervations that are 
ill -grounded and erroneous. Indeed, as 

• * 

they are but branches from your grand ar- 
gument of Experience, it would be ufelefs 
labour to refute them, for as the root is 
ftruck, they will naturally wither and die. 
But as you are now ufed to hear your in- 
fallibility called in queftion, perhaps you 
'Vvill not be furprifed if I defire to engage 
you in a further converfation. If there- 
fore, a ponth hence, at this hour> and ia 

• Luke jf vi. 31, 

this 
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this place, you have courage to meet, and 
patience to hear, I will again inform you 
of fomething which I ^m convinced you do 
not expert to hear. 

Mr. H U M £* 

I hope I have given fuffident proof that 
I have patience to hear my errors arraign* 
ed; and as to courage, your demeanour is 
fuch, that in two minutes from your firfl: 
appearance, I loft all that natural appre- 
henflon which arifes in the breaft from fo 
extraordinary a vifit* 

Lord HERBERT. 

You will meet me then ? 

Mr. HUME. 
ni meet thee at Pbitippi, 



\ 
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Lord HERBERT— Mr. HUME. 



Mk. HUME. 

THIS is the place, and it draws near 
the hour : my fliadowy rifitor wUlj 
I doubt not, keep his appointment, and I 
attiliere ready to receive him, unapprehen- 
five, and without emotion. . In this calm 
foometit of refleaion, then, let me confidcr 
-^-Is he right ? What then ato 1 ? Surely 
in a dangerous ewor. But perTiaps he is 
tvrong— Well, and -what do I gain I Cer- 
tainly nothir^ ; an Tifcleft and UtiprofitaliJe 
viaory ! So then, if I am wrong, I l»fc aoi 
invaluable ftake ; if right, I obtain— what ? 

5 a bub- 
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a bubble ! Why, this is defperate play j t 
begin to think it would be better to open 
my heart to convidion ; at leafl, I am furei 
it would be wifer. But gd thy waysj Rc- 
fleCkion, for the prefent j when I have d 
corivenient fcafon^ I will call for thee " * 
And here comes one, who, I apprehend^ 
will find thee fiill employment. 

LoR0 HERBERT. 

I am pleafed to find, Mr. Humei that 
you are true to your appointment ; you do 
not (hun a friendly monitor ; your readinefer 
to converfe with me fpeaks an ingenuous 
mind. Indeed, it is matter of aftoniihment 
and concern, that fii/t:h fine talents as you 
are pofiefied of (hould yet be fo miferably 
and fatally mifemployed. It is a melan-« 
cboly contemplation, and we view it with 
that fenfation which a fweet * poet fa beau* 
lifuUy d[efcribes ; | 

* Yottng» ifl his Ni^t TlioughU.* 

When 
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I 

When I behold a genius, bright yet bafe. 
Of towering talents, and terreflxial aims, 
Methinks I fee, as thrown from hfcr higli 

iphere. 
The glorious fragments of a foul immortal 
With rubbilh mixt, and glittering in the 

diift* 

Mft. HUNtEi 

If the firft part of your addreft may be 

deemed flattery, the latter conveys a fuflSi* 

cient antidote agaihfl: any Vanity that might 
arife in my bread: on the occa(ion# 

toRii HERBERT* 

tt does — and I intended it (hould : but I 
am no flatterer. Sir, and 1 believe you havet 
received convincing proofs that I am tiot« 
An acknowledgment that you are maftdr 
of eminent talents (which yet you have re- 
ceived from God*-~w^^/ Jbqft thou that 

fiCor.iv. 7w 

D fbeu 
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thou didft not receive — and, confequently, 
what room for vanity ?) is no more than 
real juftice. I and every good man upoa 

earth have only to wifti, that ftich gifts had 
been exerted to nobler purpofes. Enough, 

however, of this. You will not now. Sir, 
be furprifed, if I tell you, that when you 
fpeak 6f religion in general, your reafon- 
ing is falfe, and your irony poor ;— whcii 
you attack its minifters, your language U 
coarfe, and your arguments fallacious ;— • 
that when you mention virtue, you feem 
not to know what virtue is j-^-and that— 

Miu H U ME. 

Oh facred fpirit I forbear, forbear the 
harfli detail ; At kaft, pour it not fo pro* 
fufely upon me. If you will condefcend to 
point out fingiy each defe^, I will gladly 
hear you; will defend where I can, and 
fairly concede where I canfiot. 

6 Loi^D 
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Lord H E R B E R T- 

You Tpeak, it muft be confefled, with a 
becoming modefty, as well as decent refolu- 
tion. But this. Sir, is sin undertakingf 
which I ihall not engage in at prefent : I 
know not whether time will ever be allowed 
me for it ; now I am fare it is not. At this 
vifit I wife to engage you on a fubjed: of 
far lefs confequence, indeed, than that of 
my lafl:, and yet on a fubje^t that may de* 
ferve your attention. 

« 

Mr. H.UME. 

I fubmit to your pleasure, and long to 
hciar what /ubjed you have pitched upon. 

Lord HERBERT. - 

In your Effay on the Rife of Arts and 
Sciences, you juftly mark the common licen- 
tioufnefs and immodefij among die graveft 

D 2 Roman 
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Roman writers, and produce, as a contraft 
to it, the purer and more decent manners 
of the authors of modern times. And this 
fuperiority of refinement you attempt ta 
accoufnt f6r ■ ■* 

Mr. HUME. 

Do I only attempt to account for it ? It 
ihould feem, then* that I have failed in the 
attempt. 

Lord HERBERT. 

Your account is laboured and ingenious* 
but it is far diftant frpm the truth. 

Mr. HUME. 

May I be informed, then, whence the 
modern fuperiority arifes ? 

Lord HERBERT. 

From Christianity. That furprife 
which your looks teftify is oot unexpeded. 

I was 
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I was fure that this facred and real fource of 
refinement never once entered your thoughts 
— and therefore I was as fure that it muft 
furprife you. 

M R. H U M E. 

Yes, indeed, it does furprife me. From 
Chriftianity } The laft thing I fhould have 
thought of, I afTure you. 

Lord HERBERT. 

And yet, if you wifhed for the truth, it 
ought to have been the firft thing you Ihopld 
have thought of. 

Mr. HUME. 

What ! the Chriftian religion infpire po- 
litenefs ! The refined and poliflied manners 
of a parfon are indeed remarkable, and his 
addrefs, both in gefture and fpeech, highly 
delicate, truly ! 

Do but fee how a farfon comes into a room ! 
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Lord HERBERT. 

Stopy Sir ! nor flicw' yourfelf fo true a 
difciple of Shaftefbury, as to aim the feeble 
.weapons of ridicule at the fliield of truth. 
I defcend not fo low as to the fupple deli-? 
cacy of a fafliionable bow, nor to particular 
perfons among any order of Chriftians, as 
examples of refinement; I fpeak of the 
genius of the Chriftian religion in general, 
which infufes a fpirit of purity and bum- 
ble decency. This has produced that ge- 
neral refinement in writing and fpeaking, 
which cannot but be feen and acknow^ 
ledged : nay, you, Mr. Hume, yourfelf— 

M R. H U M E. 

You will not, furely, produce me as an 
inftance of the influence of Chriftianity J 

Lord HERBERT, 

Why not you, Sir ? You have profejf^d 
yourfelf its friend, you have called it 



i( 



our 
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** our mod holy religion." Yes, Sir, oa 
you has that moft holy religion 

« fhed its felefteft influence/' 

fo far as to refine your head and your hand 
— Happy for you, if it had reached your 
heart ! On you has the influence of this 
divine religion defcend^d (filentlyt indeed, 
and unperceived, like the dew of heaveo), 
and has purified your ideas, chaftened your 
ftyle, and given your juftly admired Hif- 

tory that refinement of thought and de- 
cency of ^xprefTion, which cannot be drawn 
from the frivolous motives which you af- 
fign. I,^ure you, that if you had never 
heard of IChriftianity, the H^ory of Eng^ 
land would have been ftained with as grofa 
exprelTions as that which you produce from 
the hiilory of the Catilinarian war *• 

* Hume's EiTays, voUj, Pf 14U 

9 

D 4 R^R. 
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Mr. HUME. , - 

All this may poffibljr be true ; but you 
would not wifh me to give my affent to it 
on your finglc affertion. However great 
your authority may be, I cannot reft fatis- 
fied in your account of the general influ- 
ence of Chriftianity on the language of 
hiftory : but will you favour me with any 
particular proof, from the exprefs precepts 
of our religion, why immoral adions are 
not now painted in immoral terms, and 
why fcenes of wickednefs are at ^eaft de- 
cently (if they are at all) related, and not 
fet forth in the grofs language of Ovid, 
Salluft, or Lucretius ? For my ptirt, I catx 
guefs at no proofs but fuch as may be de-t 
^uced from modern gallantry and honour, 

I«oRn H E |l B E R T. 

Modern gallantry and honour, Sir ! 
fhey *re Ipccious malks of vice, and pro- 
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dudive of nothing but lewdnefs and mur- 
der. You, Mr. Hume, have pretty plain- 
ly hinted, that gallantry means adultery * ; 
and well has modern honour been ftyled 
*' the ghoft of a departed virtue." But I 
will give you the proof you defire. Hear 
the exprefs words of an infpired Apoftle : 
For it is a shame even to speak of 
those things which are done of 

« 

THEM IN SECR.ETt* Do thcfc facred 
words need any comment ? or will you 
now alk for a particular reafon ** why im- 
*^ moral actions are not defcribed in immo- 
^* ral terms P I know you will not* — And 
now I have given you a proof of the re- 
finement in writings which Chrifti^nity 
occafioned, I will give you an inftance of 
politenefs infpeaking^ arifing from the fame 
facred fource, which ihe greateft orators of 
Greece or Rome never equalled. When St* 

♦ Yol. ii. p. 409. f Ephcf. V, 12. 
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Paul, by his juft as well as eloquent plead- 
ing before Agrippa, bad drawn from the 
generous heathen that remarkable confef* 
fion, ^^ Almofl thou perfuadeft me to be a 
*' Chriftian/' mark with what fweetnefs of 
exprefTion, with what genuine goodnefs of 
heart, and with what engaging politenefs, 
the divine orator frames his reply : *' I 
^^ would to God that not only thou, but 
^' alfo all that hear me this day, were not 
^^ only alnwfty but altogether ^ fuch as I am 
** —except thefe bonds !'* It were an 
ufelefs labour to point out to you, Mr. 
Hume, the politenefs of the concluding 
exception in this elegant fentence, any more 
than the facred warmth which didated the 
introductory wifh: only let me dbferve, 
that the divine charity and the amiable po- 
liteneft of this inimitable anfwer were both 

the genuine and natura^l oflFspring of Chrif- 

tianity. 

And 
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And now, Sif$ I belicva you will allow, 
that the refinement in queftion flows from 
the pure fountain which I have pointed out, 
rather than from the muddy pool whence 
you would have drawn iu I apprehend 
you will not ** hew out brokin cifterns** 
rather than drink from the fountaia of 
living waters. 

Mr. HUME. 

I hear you with attention and pleafure, 
and confefs, that you have opened to me a 
fource of politenefs, of which I had not 
the mofl; diflant conception. Till now, I 
always deemed Qiriftianity a morofe and 
unfocial, though an excellent and moral, 
rqle of life. 

Lord HERBERT. 

Strange mifconception ! and in you no 

Qtherwife to be accounted fori than that you 

read 
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read the Bible with a prejudice againfl: it ; 
and to the jaundiced eye erery obje£t appears 
difcoloured. It is from this unhappy pre^ 
judice that you endeavoured to debafe one 
of the brighteft of the Chriftian virtues, 
and to fully its pure luflre by trampling it 
in the duft. 

Mr. H U M £. 
What Chriftian virtue ? 

Lord HERBERT. 

Humility, Sir ; on which, in various 
parts of your works, you made the fevered 
attacks, ever labouring to render it mean 
iind fordid in the opinions of your 
readers. 

' • Mr. HUME. 

I own that T always looked upon an 
humble difpofitioa of mind as defpicable 

and 
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and degrading— as a fuppofed * and monk- 
ifli 'f virtue — as fcarce ever attainable J, if 
a man of fpirit could defcend fo low, as, to 
attempt the acquifition. 

Lord HERBERT. 

YeSi Sir; and this opinion of yours, 
which you have declared with fo little re- 
ferve, proves the juftice of one of my af- 
fertions in "what you called the har/h detail, 
at the beginning of this convcrfation ; 
namely, *' that when you treat of virtue, 
*^ you feem not to know what virtue is," 
But this only by the way. I fliould not 
have now mentioned your contempt of this 
amiable virtue, had it not immediately re- 
lated to our fubje£t of refinement and po- 
litenefs ; for this very elegance, which we 
enquire after, flows immediately from 
Chriftian humility. 

. f Vol. ii. p. 413. t Ibid. p. 343. J Ibid. p. 413. 

Mr. 
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MsL. HUME. 

Indeed you amaze me. Politenefs and 
humility ! Elegance and meannefs ! Light 
and darknefs ! All equally congenial, in 
my opinion. 

Lord HERBERT. 

You have formed a curious group ; and 
indeed you are aftonifliingly happy at fuch 
mixtures, for the purpofe of confounding 
truth with error, and making them appear 
as one ; but I will diflblve the unnatural 
union. In your opinion, light and dark- 
nefs may be as congenial as politenefs and 

« 

humility} but truth determines otherwife. 
I will not wafte your time in laboured 
proofs : oijie fhort Chriflian precept fhall, 
if you are not refolvcd to fliut your eye» 
againft it, flalh convidtion upon you inftan- ' 
taneoufly and irrefiftibly: in honour 

PRE- 
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PREFERRING ONE ANOTHER \ This, 

« 

Sir, is the language of Ghriftianity ; and 
need I afk you, who fo perfedly well know 
what politenefs is, though fo little whence 
it is derived, whether you do not fee;, in 
this (hort fentence» a beautiful mixture, a 
cotnplete union of elegance and humility ? 
You do, for you muft, fee it ; " he that 
•* runs may read/' 

Mr. HUME. 

You have withdrawn, I afTurc you, the 
veil of prejudice from my eyes, and I now 
fee the fun of rigbteoufnefs in its meridian 
fplendor : but I cannot look at it ; it is too 
bright. I fliall for the future, however, 
walk in its light occafionally. Without 
further metaphor, I (hall read the facred 
writings with unprejudiced attention, and 
enjoy diofe excellencies in them which you 

f Romans, xii. io» 

have 
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have pointed out, arid others which now t 
am iure will rfrequedtly arife to me. 

Lord HERBEItf. ' 

It 18 With pleafure that I he^r you exprefit 
yourfelf in this manner ; your attention to 
the pure and divine volumes of your reli- 
gion will be well rewarded, if the facred 
fpirit of God aflifts your perufal. Maf 
that facred fpirit affift yoii, and "open 
*^ your eyes, that you may Tee the woii^ 
*' drous things of his law.'V 

I now take my leave of you, with at 
leaft this fatisfadion, that my vifits have 
not been totally in vain. 

Mr. HUME. 

Indeed they have not : in your firft vifiC 
you confuted, but not convinced me ; in 
this you have done both j and if I may ha- 
zard a conjei^ure on the fuccefs of both, I 

would 
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would fay, that in the firft you engaged 
with the weapons of Reafon alone, which 
I could in fome fort parry off; in this fe- 
cond you. called in Revelation to the aid of 
Reafon— and this was a force that I could 
not withftand* But you prepare to leave 
me : adieu th)en, 

— ~-^heavenly gueftl 
Gentle to me, and affable, his been 
Thy condefc^<^tf^n, and fhall be honoured 

ever 
With griikful memory. Thou to me 
Be good and friendly ftill ! ^ 

Would I could add, 

and oft return! 
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SHAKESPEARE— Mr. GARRICK. 



Mr. GARRICK. 

j^NGELSyandmnifters of grace y de» 
fend us ! 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Your furprife is natural, and your expref> 
ilon of it, in my own words, agreeable and 
pleafipg. * 

» 

Mr. GARRICK. 

Your own words! It is, it muft be 
Shakefpeare — t&e god of my idolatry ! 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Ah, Sir, fqrbear that language j I came 

E 2 with 
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V9ith defi^n to applaud, ehiefily to applaud f 

pblige me not at leaf^ tq t^egin our convcr-? 

fation.in tertps of difapprobation. It will 

>* mpre agreeabb »o me t, inform yo, 

that I often Tee wkh pleafure the emotions 

pf a foul fo like my own» which you txr 

hibit in the charaders which I have 

painted ; I have painted them ifidced) but 

you have given ^em life. 
t 
Mn. G A R |L I K. 

Oh how flattering to fny heart is thi;} 
apjplauff from yqu 1 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Juftice is not flattery J nor (hould I de-? 
fcend to give ^pplaufe which was not due | 
fior even (his, but for the fake of that 
yirtuct wh^ch you have encouraged by fo 
forcibly animating my charafters* Often 
have I looked down ppon you with delight^ 
tod (ceo poor ojd Lear (for you*Were the 
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man himfelf) ftruggliag under the burdtfa 
of afflidion with fuch pathetic exertion^ 
as have melted the marble heart of filial 
iogratitude^ and the till then thanklefs 
child has left the fcene with a foul effe€tu«- 
ally reformed and affedionatelj dutifuL 
This I know to have been the happy tSt€t 
of yotir anitnated reprefentatiofift ; this is 
indeed the grand ufe of fuch fcenest which 
deceive an irrefiftible force when you realize ' 
them } and the lofs of which neceflary aid 
I cannot but laUient in the profpeffc of your 

r 

iretiring from the flage^ 

Ma. GARRICK. 

Thus encouraged and thus applauded^ 
how (hall I exprefs the fatisfai^ion that I 
feeW It beggars all defcription: but it 
were meannefs in me to drink only the 
delicious draughts of approbation : I wi(h 
for improvement ; I wi(h to hear in what 

£ 3 I am 
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I am reprehenfibie ; from you^ fuch infor- 
mation would come with real weight. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

, Amidft innumerable excellencies there 
are a few faults. You fometimes " over- 
*' ftep the modefty of nature." 

Mr. G a R R I C K. 
Favour me with an inflance. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

In Richard the Third; whofe wild ambi- 
tion I expofed in the ftrongeft colours, yet 
not beyond nature; but when you aflumed 
the charader, exquifitely and juftly as you 
reprefented fome parts of it, others you 
overadted; your violent exertion of voice, 
and earneil adion, both exceeded thofe 
bounds which juft nature has fixed to pro« 
priety. But I will do myfelf and you the 
juftice to obferve, that thofe paffages ia 

which 
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which you thu8 offended were the alterations 
of Gibber*^ who ftudicd more the ftage 

trick 

* Particularly in the conclQfioD of Richard's foliloquy oni 
cOnfcience* 

Gnat mm chuft gredttr fint'^amhitiQn '/ minu 

In the pronouncing which laft words^ all the adlors .1 ever 
faw (Mr.Garrick not excepted) raifed both hands ere£i above 
the head, in the ridicolous attitude, of a piffoii eUdeavoAring 
to get rid of an hiccough, or in a£t to leap. 

Now I am upon the fubjed of alteration, I cannot but ob- 
ferve, that many of Shakefpeare's plays are altered for tht 
worfe, and many fine paifages entirely omitted* Two of 
which I (hali take notice of. One is in Macbeth, when an 
account of the murder of his family is brought to Macdilff^ h^ 
cries out, 

Mj chilinn too !^-^ 
And then, after a pathetic paufe,' goes on/ 
Didyoufaj,all?-^Whia!allr 

The other omiflion is in Lear ; who, when he is dririn t6 
the extremity of diftrefs in the lad a£t, is no longer able ttf 
fupport the weight of aBlidion^ but, burfting asr it were With 
anguifh, he cries, 

Pray jbU'^unJo thu Button j * 

and inftantly expires. This beautiful (Iroke of nature if^ 
and mnft be necefTarrly, lofl by the prefent alteration. It 
was tpo fine a thought however to efcape the notice of the in- 
genious author of Sidney Bidiilph : when one of her cApitil 
perfons (Mr. Warner) is fuddenly affeded with an unexped- 
4d firoke of generofity, he fays nothing but ** Good God ! 

E 4 '• Good 
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trtck of rant and noife^ than the genuine 
emotions of ambition or defpair* . 

Mr. G a R R I C K. 

1 will no othcrwife attempt to juftiff 
thefe offences againil nature than merely 
by obferving, that I committed theta in 
compliance with the tafte of the audienccy 
even againft my own judgment* 

SHAKESPEARE. 

Say " your own better judgment;'* but 
ftill it was a vicious compliance» like that 
which induced me to pun and quibble. 

Mr. G a R R I C K. 

I erred however with your authority oa 
my fide* 



** Good God f aQd« u^iioatg t*iva cr thru buttws mt bfk 
" hnrnfl^ ibbM «» if hU bofooi wat bniftmg^." A paflage 
wbick I ooiM acvcr read witkoat melcing into tears. 



S H AICC- 
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SHAKESPEARE. 

True: but found judgment muft con- 
demn both. Yet though I ftoc^d to fuch 
mean compKanceai I would wifh you 
to avoid them; I would have your fua 
without fpots. But there is a larger fpot 
which in a high degree obfcures itd luftre. 

Mr. G a R R IC K. 

You alarm me t 

SHAKESPEARE; 

Your celebrated Jubilee — which you 
affedionately defigned as an honourable 
memorial of gratitude and applaufe, ap- 
proached fo near to fuperftition and blaf- 
phemy, as to become highly difagreeabjc 
to me* 

Ma. GARRICK, 

My x&teBttoa ims widely difitrent^ 

SHAKE- 
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SHAKESPEARE. 

It might be ; and it was, no doubt ; b\it 
you unfortunately contrived to render the 
incenfe you offered, doubly difguftful j 
you painfully reniinded me of my own 
error> by adopting it yourfelf. 

Mr. GARRICK. 

I beg you would explain yourfelf, by 
pointing out the culpable inftance. 

SHAKESPEARE. 

You made ufe of my own expreflion— 
the very expreflion with which you juft 
now faluted me, and which I ** intreated 
•* you to forbear,'* ' . The God of our ido- 
latry I What words are thefe to be fpoken 
of mortal man ? I indeed ufed them very 
improperly *, but your repetition of fhem 
in fo folemn a manner in the Jubilee Ode, 

* In^Romeo and Juliet, where. In the garden-ft^ne, (he' 
defircs him to fwear by hiinfelf— 1^# G^i ofbir Uolatty I 
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and application of them to me, was utterly 
inexcufable. 

Mr, GARRICK. 

I own, that now you point them out, 
there feems an impropriety, but I could 
not think them improper in the applica- 
tion then, and even yet would flatter my- 
felf that they are not in a high degree 
blameable. 

SHAKESPEARE, 

Oh, Sir, the facred name of God is not 
to be trifled with ; your own good ferife, 
thus awakened, whifpers you it is not — I 
knoiv it is not. The phrafe^ therefore, 
both as I ufed it, and as you applied it, 
was indeed blameable in a high degree. 
Many a poet has leflened his glories in the 
regions of immortality by fufi^ering his 
imagination to foar, unreflrained by judg* 
ment, too near to inacceflible light ; thefe 

unwar- 
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« 

unWarraticabltt fallies have occafioned iht 
angeU whofe bufinefs it is to prepare thcf 
amaranthine crowns, to pluck a flar from 
the fadiant circle, and a falling tear (Uars 

• » r 

Jiich as angels 'weep}^ while it witneffed 
the pain of the employment, has fullied 
the glories of the reft. Thomfon enjoys 
now a rank in glory much fuperior td 
many bards whom, in point of genius, he 
was greatly beneath when on earth ; and 
juftly, for the reafons given* no lefs poeti^^ 
cally than truly, by his noble panegyrift : 



chafte Mufe erbploy'd her heaven- taught 

lyrc^ 
None but the nobleft pafilons to infpires 
Not one immoral, one corrupted thought. 
One line which, dying, he might wiih to blot« 

But I dwell no longer on ^ the fubjed ; 
I iee coavidtioa and concern in your coun- 
tenance : let me return to the firft part oi 
cm CQQveriatiani and to the apprebenfiond 

I have 
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I have expreflc4 on the profped of your 
leaving the ftage j let me add my difluafiye 
voice) and ftill urge your continuance tQ 
promote the caufe of virttie by your ani^ 

inatedadion. 

* 

Mn. GAR RICK. 

Oh» fwceteft Shakefpeaffc! Fancy -9 child! 

Your voice, whether approving or re* 
proving) has irrefiftible charms ; but I cao^ 
pot comply with your requeft, nor can I 
be fo vain a9 to thipk that none will be 
found to fupply my place when I retiret 

SHAKESPEARE, 

EfiQw will be found to fupply it ; but 
how fupply it? At prefent I fee no hopes 
of any one performer that may be in any 
degree equal; had Powell indeed livedt 
your lofs might have been more readily fub-; 
mitted tp : he'was truly a child of Nature, 
ai;d it ia but juftice due to his memory to 

record 
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record him as fuch. His feafibility of 
heart gave him not the trouble to put oa 
the aSor, for it made him at once become 
the man ; it fupplied fhe ready tear, the 
cxpreffive change of countenance, the flufh 
of glowing pleafure, or the pale languor 
of diftrefs ; thefe nothing, can produce 
upon the cheek but a feeling heart, the 
gift of Nature— thefe mimic Art in vain 
attempts to imitate, and thefe Powell pof- 
feffed in the fuUeft manner; but this fa* 
Vt>uriteofmineand yours is gone *j where 

* The following epitaph on Mr. Powell appeared in the 
public papers foon after his death : 

Epitaph, imitated from Martial. 

^i/quis Flaminium tiris motor 
NoU nobik praPrin Marmor, &c. 

Whoe'er thou art that tread'ft this awful dome, ' 
Oh, pafs iSot heedlefs by this facred tomb; 
Wit, art, and grace, the pleafure of the age. 
The pride and forrow of the Britiih ftage : 
(Read this — and reading drop the tender tear) 
AH lie interred with gentle POWELL here^ 

then 
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then ihall the fiage find another like him 
and you ? 

M R. G A R R I C K;. 

I moft readily join in your juft applaqfe 
pf Powell, as well as in your concern for 
his death J but you forget my pupil, 
JJoljandf 

SHAKESPEARE. 

I do not : but I have no inclination to 
remember him : he was the pupil of Art^ 
as Powell was of Nature; how have I 
Ih^unk to fee him in Macbeth ftep your 
yery ftep, move your motions, and as far ais 
diligent imitation would permit, copy your 
very looks; but fenfibility of heart, the. 
fflential foundation of every excellence 
upon the ftage, Holland never had. No, 
my favourite fon, as they, who might have 
fuccecded you with fomething pf merit like 

youy 
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your own, are no more, and as now none 
fuch appears, be prevailed upon not yet to 
quit that ftage which you tread with fo 
much credit to yourfelf, and fo much profit 
as well as pleafure to the public. * In the 
ipean time fome one may arife 

Mji- G a R R I C K. 

I will not, indeed I cannot, refifl your 
forcible perfugifion : you have a right to 
command, and I to obey : a year or two 
longer I will continue my employment, 
and happy fliall I be if virtue be encou* 
raged by any animation which I can give 
to thofe images formed by your mafterly 
ll^nd. But after a little longer employ* 
ment of this kind, I muft adopt the fenti- 
mei^t of Horace* and retire io time^ I|t 

* Eft mihi porgatam crebro qoi perfonat aorenit 
So] ire feDefcencem matjure fanus eauum, ne 
^eccet ad c^remuin* Hon. Ef« 

the 
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the mean while be aflured, paternal fhade, 
that I will make good ufe of the hints you 
have given me. 

SHAKESPEARE. 
Farenjocl ! '^remember ntd 



D I A. 
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DIALOGUE IV. 



FIELDING*— COURTNEY MELMOTH. 



-*4ir« 



F I E L D I N G. 



OTOP, dear Melmoth, ftop that rapid 



pen, 



Mr. MELMOTH. 



What ! what emotions are thefe ! Surely 
iomething extraordinary — 

A voice there feem'd, which whilper'd in my 
ear — 

* Since the writing of this Dialogue, Mr. Melmoth has 
diOQght proper to appear in fuch a variety of charaflers (par« 
ttcolarly as Ap^Upftfw tbi Lift and Writings •fDa^oid Humu 
Efynirtjf as m9,y give ns fome grounds to call in queilion the 
prophetic fpirit of Fielding. 

F a FIELD- 



eS DIALOGUE IV, 



FIELDING. 

'Twas Reafon's voice, which fometimes one may 
hear. 

Yes, dear lively youth, it was the voice of 
Reafon fpeaking to you by the fpirit of 
Fielding. 

Mr. MELMOTH. 

Of Fielding ! Oh father of humour, 
would but a portion of thy fpirit, like the 
mantle 

F IE L D I N G. 

I muft interrupt you, and in the courfe 
of our converfation will give a reafon for - 
njy interruption. Yoii - poffefs , fuch ^n, 
ever-flowing vivacity, fucb a fund of ge- 
nuine wit, that your labours (if labours 
they may be called, which feem formed r 
without trouble) are highly entertaining, 

. . Mb, 
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Mr« M £ L M O T H. 

Your applaufe is inexpreffibly grateful. 

FIELDING; 

It would b6 iilorejuftly fo, could it be 
extended to excellencies more valuable ; 
could I fay, that Religion chafiened your 
humour, and Judgment held the reins to 
curb your wit — then, my valuable youiig 
fiiend, my commendation would be plea- 
surable indeed^ becaufe founded on a folid 
bafis. But in a writer, where a deep fenfc 
of Religion fways not his heart, and fober 
Judgment guides not his head, believe me, 
his 

Wit dies a jeft, and Humour but a found. 

Mfe. M E L M O T H. 

• . . •• 

Am I then accufed of wantmg both thefe 

requifites? 

F3 FIELD. 



N 
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FIELDING. 

No ; of wanting neither, but negleding 
both. Your elegant pen, in the exuberance 
and livelinefs of your thoughts, overlooks 

them : could you be perfuaded to pay a 
ftri£t attention to ttiefe eflentials, your 
works would become truly valuable. Tq 
convince you of your error, and to prove 
the reality of it by pointing out exception- 
able inftanceSf is the chief purpofe of my 
prefent vifit : — but not the only purpofe ; 
— applaufe, fincere and warm aijd juft ap- 
plaufe fhall have its ihare. Npr do I de- 
fpair, by a proper mixture of commenaa^ 

tion and reproof, to render you an obje^ 

• \ ' i . . ' 

completely, as you are now highly, worthy 
of my attentioQ } for, as your guardian 
Ipirit, I inform you, that I watch your 

jpen ; and, capable as it is of producing 

■ "■•". ^ 

much public good or mifchiefy it ihall be my 

province 
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|iro?ince to prevent the Utter, amd promote 
the former. 

Mr. MELMOTH. 

An information like this awaketis my 
mofl: earaeft attention* engages my warm* 
eft gratitude, and fills my heart with the 
trueft pLeafure. Improvement is my moft 
ardent wiflif and public good the idol of 
my heart* Oh, great mafter of the human 
heart ! I profefs myfelf the warm, the paf« 
iionate admirer of the charms of Virtue ; 
I wifh to promote her facred caufe^ With 
y(mr affifttnce, what may I not hope for ? 
Proceed tbeot Z befeech you, and the moft 
Wf aj^ ftttention {hall engage me. 

pi ELDING- 

I truft ycMir warm profeffiops : like your 
cwn hero Bsnigkus^ your heart is open^ 
generous, fuH of fenfibility ; and though 

F 4 you 
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you are feemingly well; verfed in the ways 
of this great town, I know you are not fo 
far hackneyed in them as to be hardened by 
them. — And now where fhall I begin ? Sa 
wide a field lies before me 

Mr. M E L M O T H. 

If my wifties might dired you, let .ccn- 
furie firft take place : applaufe, if you have 
applaufe to give, will more gratefully clofe 
your friendly vifit. 

FIELDING. 

A want of method, then, in your Liberal 
Opinions renders them lefs agreeable* Sterne, 
fantaftic, giddy, and fenfible— Sterne de- 
lighted in that wild wood-noteftrainof di- 
greffive and irregular writing, which has 
captivated numberlefs copyifls, and fpoiled 
. them all : you, among the reft, have been 
: drawn too far into the vortex of his giddi- 

nefs, 
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inefs, and whirled about with a whimficaly 
•and not unfrcquently a difagreeable, irre- 
gularity. I make no doubt but yoii have 
your reafons to^ urge for this defultory 
manner of writing ; what will you plead in 
its defence ? 

Mr. M E L M P T H. 

Variety, the foul of writing. I judged 
that it relieved the mind from a continued 
attention, by its pleafing digreflions and 
• excurfive flights. 

FIELDING. 

Variety is, as you obferve, the foul of 
. writing ; but repeated digreflions, and 
flights under no reftraint of method, per- 
plex the mind, and by engaging it too 
.deeply in purfuit of the almofl: invifible 
chain, deftroy their own end, and weaken 
, attention into wearinefs and difgufl:. In- 
deed, my young friend, method is eflential 

to 
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t» good wrijiog J i«id I «^w ia»y« without 
the iq)piitatk)qi of vaoity, ncommeiid tfat 
fuetbod which I uftd myfelf. There can* 
fipC be a better ; an^ what I hnmorouOj 
ideli^ered a9 an authcMritative mandate, under 
the alTumed title of Ring of the Realms of 
Hiftory-writing *, I now ferioufly urge as 
the only true and juft method f of com- 
fM>nng a moral Taic^ which may be at once 

f Hitory of, a FoancUiog, boofL in chap. i. ad 604 

t This oar Aathor mentions in the fame Hiftpry, book iK« 
chap. I. And his words are remarkable, when he fays, " a 
" fwarm of fooliSi Novels and nyonftrous Romances will be 
'* produced, either to the great impoveriihment of Bookfel* 
lers, or to thp great lots of tim^ ^nd depravation of i&orals 
in the' Reader*" One would almoft fancy he iForefaw that 
inttitdation of traih which has poured in opon us from the neg- 
If^ g/ his rvies. The Author of Po^^ tU IHtle 

Ofitndunt terris bunc taatumfyta, ntc ultra 
Bjffejmunt 

is die only one I know who has Ibllowed thii mecho4 of Fleki* 
sng*«« which h<? has pi^tiqilarly nsK9ty>i\f 4 in bis int^odnflmry 
Chapter to the Second Book* entitled, Of Hotbing^ — a chap* 
tpfp by the w^t only 10 be fowid in the firft edities of Ais 
(eafible'iup4 f nicjrt^uung Unlip W^^ 

ioftnic- 
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infirudive aud entertaining. I appeal, ia 
what I am going to fay, to your own heart.— 
Though Sterne touches you frequently with 
beautiful ftrokes of wit and tendernefs^ yet 
does Uncle Toby (amiable as he is) pleafe 
you like Allworthy, or Adams, or Dr. 
Harrifon ? 

Ma. MELM OTH. 

He does not. The vivid lightning at a 
diftance fla(hes furprife and pleafure upon 

the eye ; but the animating light of the fun 

• • » 

fills it with a very different fenfation. 

FIELDING. 

Your lively fimilitude ihews no lefs the 
qu^cknefs^ than the'jufiice of your appre- 
henfion. But let 4ie aik you one queflion 
more, and we will then difmifs the fubjed 
of Method. Do you n6t find more reluc- 
tance to lay down the book, when engaged 
2 in 



- M- ft. 
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in the Hiftory of a Foundling, than in thd 
Life and Opinions of Triftram Shandy ? 



Mr. M E L M O T a 



I do. 



FIELDING. 



Yes ; and the charm which detains you 
in the one is Method — and it is Irregularity 
which fets you free in the other* In this 
one you are led on by an agreeable connec- 
tion, which, though pleafingly varied, you 
keep conftantly in view ; in the other, you 
are drawn a thoufand diflFerent ways, to the 
frequent lofs of that neceffary chain, which 
you as frequently purfue ; but, alas ! it is 
often imperceptible~and when perceived, 
the difcovery of it does not (indeed no dif- 
covery can) compenfate for the perplexity 
and trouble of the purfuit. 



Mn; 
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Mr. M E L M O T H, 

I argue not in defence of the Irregular in 
writing ; indeed, it were to. no purpofe to 
attempt it — for what you have urged is too. 
juft and true to be contradicted ; and. though 
I Jbave given into thia defultory manner,, 
yet I fee the impropriety of it, and readily 
fubfcribe to the fuperiority of a charter and 
more corrfdl Method. Indeed I flatter 
myfelf, that I have given proof, that I do 
not always give the reins to a wild imagi- 
nation ; — my Pupil of Pkafure moves in 
his career with the cioft drjimatic regula- 
rity. 

FIELDING. 

And . therefore his hiftory aflFords more 
pleafure than any thing you ever wrote.— 
This point thus fettled^ then, we will pro^ 
ceed to your delineation of Charaders.— 
Here you have fucceeded beyond any writer 

of 
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of your time, and marked the vaft variety 
with the hand of a mailer : but you have 
erred in two capital points ; one, in paint- 
ing roonffefs of vice frequently in too 
pleafing, asr weH as always in too ftrolig 
colonics ; and the other, in not fu^ciently 
guarding your reader againft infedion from 
fiich deteftable company. 

Mr: m e l m o t a 

This is a charge which, I confefs, I did 
not exped. 

?IELE)ING. 

Not, perhaps, from me— but from the 

folks of this ivorld you certunly did exped 

if; foi* you have endeavoured to obviate 

the reflediotis vdiich you fuppofed might 

be made opooi this head. 



Mk. 



DIALOGUE IV. 



79 



Mr. M £ L M O T H. 

Indeed, I thhik that no one ever **h\aaaedt 
*' Richardfon- for his LoVelace,. or» to cotXkt 
** nearer home, Fielding for his Blifil *.'* 

FIELDING. 

There was no room for cenfure. Blifil 
was deteftable^ and he was painted deteft** 
able ; the gauze of hypocrify which was 
thrown over him fufficiently difcovered the 
monfter underneath : but had I drawn him 
in a drefs that might have rendered him 
pleafingy and in a great meafure cad his de- 
formity into a (hade, my end in exhibiting 
his chara&er had been defeated. But you 
have drawn a charader, which, though it 

is infamoufly bad, you have yet embellifhed 
with fo many pleafing traits, and caft fuch 
a luftre round it by the brightnefs and vi- 



^ Fttfktt td Liberal Opmipnt, vol, v* 



vaciry 
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vacl.ty of your colouring, that the incau« 
tious reader is apt too much to admire what 
he ought to dcteft. Indeed, this charge 
lies alaiofl equally ftrong againft the ani- 
mated Lovelace of Richardfon. 

Mr, M E L M O T H. 

Which of my Charadiers is thus dan- 
gerous ? 

F I E L D I N Gv 

Draper— a young gentleman whom you 
have reprefented as eafy, affable, fenfible, 
polite, witty, and cOmpaflionate ; and yet 
this man, thus entertaining and thus cap- 
tivating> initiates a young friend in fcenes 
of debauchery, and then laughs at his re- 
morfe— makes a macaroni debauchee his 
pimp — does a generous aftion, from no 
higher motive than that which induces him 
to eat or drink— declares he would not 

fcruple, 
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fcmple, let the voftfequence be 'what it 
might *, to commit adultery — and to com- 
plete the part of this Charader, whom yoii 
defcribe as " always ready for the vice ot 
" the virtue of the mbnient -ft*' he dies in i 
duel, the vidim of falfe honour.-- — This, 

_ • • • 

my young and ingenious friend, is a dan- 
gerous pidure, fet off by your agreeable 
pen in colours much tod pleafmg. Are 
you not fenfible of this ? Yes, . I fee you 
are i I perceive that your heart at this mo- 
ment tells you^ that too much laboured 
degance bellowed upod a vicious charac- 
ter, is only gilding a poifon, in order to ren- 
der it at once palatable and fatal. 

Mr. M ELMO tit. 

I blu(h at the recolledidn^ and am con- 
vinced. But you charged me with " not 
^* fufficieatly guarding iiiy reader againft 

^ Liberal Opmibns, vol. v. i^. 22. f Ibid, p^ 48. 

« the 
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** the infeftion of ill Chafaaers." Here 
I apprehend I have been particularly, I 
fhould hope eiFedually, cautious. ** It 
** has been the conftant care of niy Hiftory 
^* to make every contraft cohfpicuous. 
^* Thofe writers v^ho employ thenifelvts in 
•• drawing pictures of Virtue, do her but 
'* f^^lf juftice : the real gem is fet oflF by 
** the foil; the charms of Beauty are 
** heightened by Deformity : in like man- 
** ner, the luftre of Virtue derives greater 
** brilliancy from being oppofed to the 
^ fquallid appearance of Vice *." Every 
vicious character has its oppofite in the 
courfe of the ftory, and the one may feirve 
as an antidote to the poifon of the other. 

FIELDING. 

Not to mention that there is no contraft 
to the capital charader of Draper, and 

• Preface, p. lo. 

there- 
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therefore the poiibn of fo danget-ous an ex- 
ample is kft to work in its full force— 
yet though cojitrafts to other vicioua cha- 
Jraflers may be, as you fay they are, confpi- 
CU0U8, f^ill they want ftreugth ; and I am 
lorry to obferve, that the force of your 
painting, the warmth and glow of your 
imagination^ lie on the fide of Vice. This 
might be inftanced in many of the oppo* 
fites which you have yourfelf pointed out ; 
-— fuffice it to obferve, that the Fragment of 
the Lady is not fufEciently ftrong to erafe 
the ill impreffions formed by the fyftem of 
the Freethinker. But why was this vile 
fyftem introduced at all ?-^What good end 
Could it anfwer ? — This is undoubtedly 
among the paflages which, as you obferve, 
** certain Editprs would haye fupprefled/' — 
It had beeiji better if yqu had dpne fo. 



G 2 Mr« 
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to 

Mr. M E L M O T H. 

Sorely* my reverejd monitor, if the maxim 
of the poet be true— 

Vice is a monfter of that frightful mien. 
As to be hated, needs but to be feen; 

it follows 

FIELDING. 

Dear youth, nothing can follow but falfe- 
hood from a falfe propofition— If the 
maxim be true !— — The maxim is utterly 
falfe. To pure unembodied fpirits, indeed, 
the hatefulnefs of Vice may appear upoa 
' the view ; but while the foul is clothed ia 

% 

flefh and blood, the fight of Vice does not 
always infpire averfion ; nay, too often it 
is the oh]t€t of love. Afk the voluptuary 
of any kind, afk the covetous and the proud, 
what confequence follows from the daily 
Jfgbt of thfeir vices— will they tell you, 

hatred? 
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hatred ? Alas ! I fear not : they will rather 
own an increafe of their paffion for theoi) 
which they will indulge, with your Draper^ 
** let the confeqiience be what it might/* 
If, then, the tirifel of the lines you have 
quoted had been fterling gold, your exhibi- 
tion of the portraits of Vice had bfeeh fer- 
. viceable to the caufe of Virtue; but the 
ihining metal proves no better than flimfy 
French ivircy and leaves my aflfertion in 
full force, that fuch deteflable charaders 
had better never be (hewn to the Publrc— 
And there is yet a mifchief in them, of 
which I am fure you are not aware : by 
publifhing vicious adions or vicious opi- 

nions, you fpread them wherever your book 
is difperfed, through a thoufand channels, 
to hearts where, but for you, they had never 
found admiilion. In this cafe, ignorance 
is innocence, as it is mod likely that know- 
ledge is corruption. The Freethinker's 

G 3 efFtt- 
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effofioUSi for inftance, in the Roundhoufe 
and iq the Robin-Hoodi vile as th^jr are, 
butforyou^ bad remained in the dirty foci-r 
eties where they were delivered, and not 
bave been diffufed far and wide. You 
feem furprifed ; what would you obferve I 
3peak freely. 

yivi. M E L M O T H. 

You charge me fevercly — I fear truly ] 
but will not the charge return upon your- 
felf ? Are not fonie of your Characters of 
this fhocking call ? 

FIELDING. 

* • *. 

■ / 

They are : full well do I know they are 
r^and full Cncerely do I wifli they had 
never been written : yet let me obferve, that 
they are but few ; and of them, even the 
very worft are infinitely lefs fhocking to 
decency and reli^oij, than thofe which I 

have 
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have inftanced from your liberal petir But 
be they what they may, I know they are 
wrong ; I am therefore better qualified to 
warn you againft them ; and led by the 
tender watchfulnefs of my guardian care, 
as well as fwayed by the jufteft reafon, I 
lawere caution you to forbear, for the future, 
cxercifing your ready and voluble pen .on 
/ubjeAs big with fucfa complicated mifchief. 

Hr. m e l m o t h. 

I gratefully acknowledge your care, and 
if^dfully regard your caution. But you 
(Will not leave me, without performing the 
promife you made at the beginning of our 
jGOiQverfation. You faid, you ^^ would give 
j^ me a reafon for your interrupting me,** 
when I wiftied for a portion of your fpirit 
to defcend upqn me, like the mantle of 
Elijah : methought there feemed more in 
your interruption than I could comprehend. 

G 4 I was 
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I was awed by a feverity in your counte-r 
nance, which yet feemed tempered by a 
pleafing benignity. If I erred in any thing, 
Oh gentle fpirit, ftt me right. 

FIELDING. 
Father of men and angels ! thou wilt 

V 

not fuffer this amiable, this well-difpofed 

mind to ftray from thee ! — ^Wonder not, 

' dear objeft of my c^rp, at the warmth of 

my apoftrophe : — I love your honeil heart, 

and enjoy the fweet concern of my office^ 

You wi(h to know why 1 interrupted you : 

I will tell you ; and the explanation will 

lead me into a detail, which mud contain 

fome harfli and fevere truths : but will you 

profit by them ? I knqw you will profit by 

tbem. 

M R. M E L M O T H/ 

P,etain me not in painful expedation, I 

beg. 

^' FIELDr 
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F I E I, D I N G. 

Your allufion to the mantle of Elijah 
was the impropriety I wiflied to check :— 
this, though modeft when compared with 
the bold ufe you have made of the lan- 
guage oi Revelation, was pot to be pafTed 
over unobfervedj therefore I interrupted 
you : the facred ftory ought not to be 
treated with familiar freedom *. When 
we walk in the regions of Revelation, 
every j^wt wherpon we tread is holy ground 
9<^it behoves ^s, therefore, to be cautious of 



ft 



* ** I do not like this interweaving fcripture phrafes : it is to 
expofe thofc vencr^le books tpo much to the hazard of 
ridicule ; it is, perhaps, fomething like divefting thema- 
^* giftnte of his robes of honour, and turning him to a mad 
'* and prejudiced populace in the nakedDefs of a commpn 
'* man. The books of icripture are no doubt moll excellent 
^* in themfelves-; but their veneration, as the world is, muft, 
*' like magifbacy, be in fome meafure fupporrqd by outward 
** circumftance and ceremony* Truth is very amiable naked 
** —but fubje^ed the more to be injured by thofe who have 
f* no taftc of her beauty.*" 

^rcji^iihop Herring to Mr. Duncombe, Letter v. p. 1 1, 

our 
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our fleps. If, then, this trantient allufion 
be not excufeable, what fhall be faid for 
thofe daring, thofe gigantk infults agaioft 
Heaven, which you (furely without thought 
or defign) have too liberally thrown out iu 
numberlefs paflages of your Liberal Opt* 
nions? When I eonfider them, I almoft 
tremble for my ward. Dear Melmoth, 
how could you (whom I 'know to have the 
caufe of Virtue at your he»rt— and 'Virtue 
falls to nothing unfupported by Revelation) 
throw fuch fliocking infults on the facred 
word, as muft, if of force, weaken its in- 
fluence, and by confequence wound that 
Virtue which you wifh to encourage? I 
will not prodiuce. m;my ixiAances : too maiiy 
might be produced : but how could yo,u put 
mean allufions to fcripture into the mouth 
of Abrahams — or make the infamous gal*- 
lant of the more infamous Lucy, in hiis 

accurfed 
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accurfed letter to her *, fay of Benignus, 
** jijk^ dnd he gives — knock at his purfe,. 
^^ though ever fo gently, and be opens it 
♦* iinto'thee .^*'— Though thefe two inftances 
fnight be fufficietot, yet one more I will 
give, fo capitally grofe as muft fhock your 
feribus reflexion : — In the church-yard 
fcene between Earthworm and Nabfiejh^ 
Religion turns pale, and fiarts at their re«- 
peated impieties. Ludicrous refledions 
upon the moft awful fcene of Refurredion 
(I will not quote, and I fee you recoiled 
them) flafli upon us every moment, and 
form a moft horrid glare of infernal wit : 
T— and all this from you ! — ^from you, who 
once had thoughts of entering holy orders ! 

«— from you But I urge too much ; you 

ii^em alFeded. 



Mr. 
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Mr. MELMOTH. 

Oh, rightly judged: my countenance 

« 

belies my heart, if it does not befpeak a 

r 

deep and unaflFeded fenfe of every word 
you utter. I fee, I feel the force of truth : 
•• How could I," you fay — Yes, how indeed 
could I fufFer the reins to lie loofe upon 
the neck of a luxuriant imagination, and 
permit it, in all the wild wantonnefsof an 

efFervefcent and unreflrained fpirit, to 
range over facred ground, and trample 
down its divine produce ? Gracious God ! 
I am aftonifhed at myfelf— But hence, yc 
wildi ye wantonly-profane ideas, I give ye 
to the winds : may ye be fcattefed and lofF^ 
the fport of warring elements ; never, 
never from henceforth to enter and corrupt 
the yet-untainted heart of blufhing inno- 
cence, or to add fuel to that fire, which 
^jilready blazes with horrid violence in the 

I breafi 
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bread of the bold and obdurate Free- 
thinker ! 

FIELDING. 

I would not interrupt your warm and 
heart- felt efFufion: it proves that I have 

not addrefled you in vain. Continue i^ 
this mind, and the end of my monition is 
anfwered. And now, let me afk, does not 
this fhew the juftice of what I at firft ob- 
ferved to you, that a deep fenfe of religion 
and due judgment were eflentials in a 
writer, who would wifh to fcrve the caufe 
of Virtue ? 

Ma. M E LM O T H. 

It does : the light of truth beams upon 
me with irrefiftible force. 

FIELDING. 

Write always under this conyidion, and 
you will attain that fummit of excellence 

which 



^ 
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which you aim at. You will eflFedtually 
promote the intereft of Virtue by exhibiting 
that luxuriance of fancy, that fertility of 
invention, that elegance of expreifion, 
which you fo happily poflefs, corredied by 
the hands of Religion and Judgment. 

Mr. M E L M O T H. 

If I purfue this track tbu$ marked and 
circumfcribed, what becomes of natural, 
characters? Are there not niany which 
will overleap thefe bounds, and yet fuch as 
may be frequently met with in real life ? . 

FIELDING. 

There are:-^but who would chufe to 
paint . Nature in its extreme deformity ? 
Difguftful, infedious, and difagreeablej 
fuch portraits are the children only of a 
depraved heart, which delights to dwell 
upon the vrleft dbjedist your hearty my 
young friend^ is aot of this nature. 

Mr. 
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Mr. M E L M O T H. 

If I know my own heart, it is not. But 
will you favour me with a brief recapitu- 
lation of your inftrudions ? Oblige me, 
by colledting their fcattered rays to a point; 
they will thus ftrike with greater power, 
and make the deeper impreffion. 

F I E L D I N G. 
Moft willingly. Ever let Religion and 
Judgment influence your pen, and be care- 
ful fiot to permit a luxuriant imagination 
to hurry you beyond their bounds* 
Avoiding the Shatidean, defultory way of 
writing, adopt a method, and let that me-^ 
thod be mine *# As there never was, nor 
ev€r will bfe, a perfe<9: Epic Poem, but fuch 
as is formed upon the model of Ho- 
mer and Virgilg fo there Can never be a 

^ I apprehend tliat kholCe pirts of the Hiftory of Beiiiglids, 
which are mbft like Fielding in the divifion and titles of the 
chapters^ are by far the beft and xnoiH agreeable. 

2 perfeft 
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perfedl Moral Hi/i^ry (the word Novet is 
fuokjuftly into difgrace)! which is not 
ibrmed upon th^ plan 6f Fielding, t'eaf 
not by X\M reftraini that fancy > and wif^. 
&hd humour, will want room to exert aiid 
cxercife their pleating powers — they will 
have full fufEcienti and will attain that 
agreeable poliihi and juft fuperiofity oiref 
rambling luxuriance, which fociety civilised 
by laws exhibits^ and which cannot be met 
with in the wild range of uniheftrained bar- 
barity. Forbear to put forth a vicious 
character in pleafing and captivating co* 
lours : charaders indeed ought to be mixed 
(other wife they are unnatural) j yet, toxen-' 
der them ufeful, their virtues ihould be fet 
in the faireft point of view, and their vices 
only fufficiently fcen to ftiew that they are 
odiousi and always branded as fiich. A 
totally vicious charader ihould never be 

drawn at ail ; for no contrail can ever be 

fuffident 
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fufiicient to erafe the ill impreffions which 
that fixes ; and even fuppofe it were fuffi- 
cient) the healing of the wound will leave 
a fear, and deform the faireft mind : not 
unfrequently, however, the contraft is hur* 
ried over as dull, or perhaps not read at all, 
while the poifon of the vicious charaAer ia 
left to work in its full force. One thing I 
purpofely paflfed over, in order to give you 
an example : you are apt to paint fcenes of 
wantonnefs with a voluptuous warmth ; 
they ought to be treated, as I treat them 
now — haftily hinted at, but not defcribed — 
they are dangerous corruptors of the hu- 
man heart. Sacred writ (hould ever be 
deemed facred, and by no means lightly 
introduced into your writings 5 the leaft 
error of this kind is a degree of profana- 
tion, and fuch as your guardian fptrit 
warmly cautions you to avoid. 

H Mr, 
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Mr. M E L M O T H. 

It is not in words to exprefs my grati- 
tudej expreffion fails 

FIELDING. 

Now let mc dofe my vifit with that ap? 
plaufe you juftly merit. Your heart I 
know is good^ and you are a mafter of the 
paffiona: your wit is flowing, your lan^ 
guage is elegantly expreffivej your hand 
in drawing charaflers is the hand of a 
mafter» and you unfold the mazes of the 
human heart with uncommon readinefs. 
When you exert your power in the pa- 
thetic, you make every fibre of the finer 
afFedions vibrate^ and melt the reader^ 
who has but a fpark of fenfibility, into 
tears. You vary your charafters with a 
happy facility, and give them every mark 
of originality. Your defign in your Pupil 
of Pleqfure is great and good : never was 

6 there 
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I 
I 

there d happier thought, than thus to per- 
fonify Lord Chefterfield's maxims, and by 
a natural train of events demonftrate their 
pernicious, their fatal teiidency. Virtue 
looks with a grateful fmile upon your at- . 
tempt, and all the friends of virtue owe 
and give you their warmeft thanks : in a 
ivord, this work is, as indeed all your 
other are, excellent; and if your future 
Writings be influenced by the inftruftioiis I 
have given you, they will be amiable 
{)atterns of life, will ferve the caufe of 
Virtue moft effedually, and render you 
(what 1 think I forefee you will be) one of 
the firfi writers of the age. 

Farewel, then: — my blcffings on thee ! 
And thefe ft^ precepts in thy memory 
See thou chafader. 



H 2 
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Bishop SHERLOCK — SO AME 

JENYNS, Es<^ 



Mr. J E N Y N S. 

TT7HAT mean thefe lines of Milton, 
• ^ which I find now the third time 
laid upon my table ! What can they allude 
to ? and who placed them there ? 

SHERLOCK. 

I placed them there. 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

You I— What may this mean ?— I am as 
little apt to be furprifed, or fubjea: to emo- 

H 3 tion. 
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tion, as any man, but furely this is extraor^ 
dinary : wquld I could be favoured with % 
iight of him who thus unufually addreflfe^ 
me ! 

SHE^LQCK. 
Now know me, then, for Sherlock. 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

4 

\ 

I know thee well ; — well do I remeinber 
the venerable mien of the ableft advocate 
for Chriftianky whom thefe later ages bave 
produced. But, oh friendly fliade (for fure 
the end of your vifit is friendly), why d^ 
you place thefe lines Co particularly befbcu 
me ? and to what do they allude ? 

S H E R X O C K. 

« 

Read them once more, and fee if yoq 

cannot find an application. 

> 
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M E. J E N Y N S. 

Neither man nor angel can difccrn 
Hypocrify : the only evil that walks 
Invifible— -except to God alone. 

What of thefe ? 

SHERLOCK. 

Nay, if your own heart does not make 
the application, I moft certainly ihall not* 

Mr. JENYNS. 
Am I then guilty of hypocrify ? 

SHERLOCK. 

Far be it from me to fay that : I told 
yoii that I fhould not make the application : 
•—indeed I cannot. 

Neither man nor fpirit can difcern— 

But does or does not your own heart accufe 
you of infincerity in your work upon the 
Internal Evidences of the Chrijiian Reli- 
gion? 

H 4 Mr. 
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Mr. J E N Y N S. 

It does not : I wrote, as I profefs to have 
written ♦, from a convidion of the divine 
original ofithis religion. 

SHERLOCK. 

Imuft believe you : but as this' is the cafe, 
I purpofe to {hew you, that you have not 
treated Chriftianity as if you wiflbed to 
ferve its caufe ; that you have argued 
weakly; which, if not defigned, is not to 
be accounted for in a writer of your ac- 
knowledged judgment and good fenfe; 
that you have ufed many expreflions car- 
rying with them an air of ridicule^ which, 
if ferious, are on fuch a fubjedt unaccount- 
able ; that you have furnifhed Deifts and 
Freethinkers with unanfwered arguments 
againfl the caufe of religion; a conduct 
which can fcarcely be deduced from the 

* Page penult, 

3 friend- 
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friendlhip you profefs to it ; and that you 
have enforced your arguments, and drawn 
up your conclufion, with fuch liftleffnefs, 
and in fuch a ftyle of rock-water* as if you 
did not wifti to have them believed. 

Mr. JENYNS. 

You prcfs me clofely, I confefs ; I am 
not, however, confcious of the juftice of your 
obfervations ; if 1 am favoured with them 
more fully, they will more probably have 
their due effcdt. 

SHERLOCK. 

You have not treated Chriftianity as if 
you wifhed to ferve its caufe ; for there is 
an air of levity (endeavoured indeed to be 
difguifed and fuppreffed, but yet frequently 
difcernible) which in general runs through 
your work; and there are many hints 
thrown out (cautioufly, it is true, and co« 

vertly) 



1 
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vcrtly) of doubt, which ferve to weakei) 
the caufe you are defending* 

Mr, J E N Y N S. 

You will oblige me with inftances of 
thefe arts. I know you do not expe£t to 
be credited upon the authority of your 
aflertion. 

SHERLOCK. 

To give inftances of your eafy levity, 
were to quote too large a portioa of your 
book; yet two or three of ^hem 1 wilt 
give you. Speaking of the rewards of 
Chriftianity, you fay, ** Previous to the 
** pteachiftg of Chfift and his apoftlcs, no 
** fuch prize was ever bung out to man* 
^ kind *.*' Do you. Sir, mention Heaven 
in the fame terms as you would a laced 
hat or a faddle at a boxing*match or zi 
foot-race? And yet this phrafe, this de-^ 

♦ P. 20. 

grading 
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grading, contemptuous phrafci you are fo 
fond of as to repeat a few leaves farther. 

Mm, JENYNS. 

Surely it were to examine too minutely 
thtM to catch at words ; which might not 
be intended in the light you view them, 
but Qiould be coniidered as merely incor- 
fe£k, and fuch a9 might fall from the 

graved pen; 

• ■' 

SHERLOCK. 

Improbable as it is^ it may be pofCble ; 
but from light words I will pafs to higher 
fentences, of which> to me at leaft, the 
whole firft propofition is compofed: you 
there fit down to argue, with a moft af- 
feded gravity of countenance, that there is 
jiow extant a hook called the New Tejlament ; 
ipvhich is jufl as wife an undertaking as to 

prove, with formal reafoning, that one is 

» 

one, 
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one, and that two and two make four *.— • 
« Very little need be faid to eftablifh !** — 
Yes, truly, very little indeed ; and yet you 
have expended nearly fix pages upon the 
fubjed ; one f of which is wholly taken up 
in enumerating, with mod minute particu*^ 
larity, all the objedions againll the validity 
of this book, which you could poflibly 
think of: and not one of them have you 
troubled yourfelf to anfwer. 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

That would have been to wander from 
the point. 

S H E R L O C K. 

Perhaps fo; but furely it was much 
more wandering from the point to propofc 
them at all. If your heart was friendly to 
the caufe of Chriftianity, how could you 
take the pains (for I am fure it mufl: cofl: 



• P. II. 
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no little pains) to recoiled this fceptical 

detail ?— " with which/' you very coolly 

add, ** you fhall not contend.'* — ^AU that 

you alTert (good man!) is a plain fad 

which cannot be denied, that — nvhen the 

fun pajfes over the meridian it is noon-day-^ 

** that fuch writings do now exift.'*— 

Much in the fame ftrain, but conveying 

Aill more ludicrous ideas, do you conclude 

your fecond propofition : ** Of thcfe fads 

*^ no man who has eyes to read, or ears to 

•' hear, can entertain a doubt ; becaufe— 

^^ there are the books, and in them is this 

" religion.* —Juft in the light ftyle of the 

juggler's ^A^xtk—Lookye^ gentlemen^ all is 

fairi-^you cannot be decei^ed-^hecaufe—^ 

here are my cups^ and in them are the balls. 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

Surely you ftrangely pervert my mean- 



ing, 
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S H E It L O C K. 

If I do, it is not intentionally: I fpcak 
but th? didates of my own mind-»>the na- 
tural thoughts which firft ftruck toe oa 
feeing thcfe paflages. 

Me. J E N YN S. 

But IS it not ufual, with accurate rca- 
fbners, to lay <Jown certain felf-evidenC 
propofitions as foundations for their future 
arguments ? And is it not a fure and rea* 
fonable method ? 

S H E R to C K* 

Yes; but if ihey are felf- evident, whj* 
fit down to prove them ? This is an ab- 
fnrdity peculiar to the philofophers of the 
prefent age, and well has a late ingenioufi 
writer expofed it *• If the attempt be fe* 
rious, it ferves only to perplex and con- 

• Dr. BieattiCr 

found 
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found our id^as; if other wife, it 19 9, 
fpecie^ of humour moft miferably mifplaced 
on an important fubjed; ahd^ in either 
cafe, is utterly unjuftiiiable. But let thefe 
obfervatioos fuflfice for the fubje<^ of levity ; 
I will next poiat out fome hints of doubt 
which you int^rfperfcd, and which fervc to 
weaken the c»ijife you profefs to defend. 
i pafs by three (light hints in the firft five 
pages of your book, to come to the follow- 
ing : " I will venture to afiirm, that Chrif- 
•* tianity is not the offspring of fraud or 
•* fidion ; fuch, on a fpperficial view, I 
^< know i€ muft appear to any man of good 
" fenfe */' And will you venture to 
afKrm the latter part of this fentence, as 
well M the former ? Surely this is ex- 
prefTed in a moft unguarded manner. I, 
on the other hand, will venture to affirmy 
that Chriftianity, even on the flighted and 

• P. 6. 

mofl 
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moft fuperficial view, cannot appear the 
offspring of fraud or fidion to any man of 
common fenfe*. A fuperficial view is the 
utmofl that a vail majority of mankind can 
pofTibly give to their religion; and fo 
forcible is its power, and fo clear its native 
beauty, that to fuch a view, as well as to 
the mofl accurate, it will appear in the ge- 

nuine luftre of unfullied truth. In another 
place you fay, *'Thefe are all plain fadts, too 
** glaring to be contradicted ; and therefore, 
" whatever we may think of the authority 
** of the books, the relations which they 
" contain, or the infpiration of the authors, 
** of thefe fads no man, who hath eyes to 
" read, or ears to, hear, can entertain a 
^* doubt -f." What a mixture does this 
fentence contain ! what infinuations, un- 
friendly to the Chriflian caufe, are here 
thrown out ! and merely for the fake of 

' * Sec p. 184 of Mr. Jeayns'i Book. f P. 49. 

what 
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t^hat you beft know, for I will not pretend 
to fay.--*^ Whatever we may think !*' — 
Why, Sir, let me a& you, did you infert 
thefe hints in the body of a fentcnce which 
required them not ? 

Ma. J E N Y N S. 

It appeared to me that the fentence did 
require them. 

SHERLOCK- 

It could require them for no good 
end : it is complete without them. But 
you have a happy art, an unhappy I 
fliould fay, of throwing cold water upon 
a glowing flame^ and of exprefling your- 
felf as if you feared to convince too much : 
this appears Ilrongly in the fentences I 
have quoted; and fometimes a flight word 
or two (which on a curfory view might 
pafs unnoticed, but when again confidered 

I cannot 
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cannot but be obferved) thrown in as it were 
carelefsly^ fliali weaken the aim of a fen- 
tence which withopt it were excellent. 
What can we think of the words which 
clofe the following aflertion ? '* It is well 
" worth every man's while, who either is 
•* or intends to be. virtuous, to believe 
*' Chriftianity, if he can*.^* If he can! — 
Where was the neceffity for thefe words, or 
what was the purpofe of them, unlefs to 
infinuate that it was very poflible that he 
could not believe it ? 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

I am furprifed to find that the inflances 
you have given fhould be underftood in the 
light you reprefent them. The generality 
of my readers view them not thus; if they 
had, my book would never have met with 
fuch general applaufe. 

S H E R- 
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SHERLOCit. 

I gf atit it : add the j[iroof ybu bring that 
your readers, ih genefal, have not thus uh^ 
derftood yoii, is wcty ftrong ; but for this 
Inariy reafoiis taay be giVen. Famion, ex- 
tending itfblf ih circles hr and wide from 
the tenteit" of the coUrt, would have a miglity 
influence ; and a curfory manner of read- 
ing, your eafy and fpecious manner of writ- 
mg, yoiir profeflions of convidipnt iill con- 
fpire to account for the favourable recep- 
tion your book has met with ; but if the 
quick-eyed deift or eager libertine view ' 
thefe pafTages in the light in which, indeed, 
1 think, they naturally prefent themfelves, 
will they not with reafbn deem you the 
friend of their caufb, and triumpti ih the 
difcovery ? 



I 2 Mr. 
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Mr, J E N Y N S. 

How that may be, I pretend not to fey ; 
I am, hpwevcri willing to abide by the 
confequf nces. Gut will you now point out 
to me how, and where, I have argued 
weakly?— I may have done it, perhaps; 
but, at prefent, I am not confcious of it. 

SHERLOCK. 

In your third propofition, where you 
treat diffufely on the fubjed of falfe and 

■ 

fi^itious virtues, there is an unaccountable 
mixture of truth and falfehood : the truth 
and found reafoning are what might have 
been expeded from you ; but the falfehood 
and weak arguing are matters of furp^rife in 
a profeffed friend» and one who is fq tgtj 
capable bf better things. You juftly ob- 
ferve, that Chriftianity has negleded the 
falfe virtues of heathenifm, and delivered 
many new and excellent precepts. This 
5 undoubted 
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undoubted truth you have endeavoured to 
prove by fome Undeniable inftances ; but 
you have thrown in others utterly falfci 
and added arguments contemptibly weak. 

Mr. J E N Y N S. , 
I wait to heat them produced. 

SHERLOCK. 

Yes ; and to hear them with the fame 
fatigfroid with which you wrote them. You 
converfe with me in the fame fpirit in which 
you write ; but I wonder not at it — it is na- 
tural. After having juflly degraded valour 
from the rank of Chriftian virtues, as being 
merely the efFed of animal fpirits, you 
proceed to' lower patriotifm and friendihip 
in the fame manner* And firft beftowing 
a fneer * of contempt upon the love of our 
country^ you proceed to declare^ that this 

• p. s8. 

I 3 virtue 
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virtue *' countcrads the exten(iv<; beaevo-? 
** lence of the Chriftian religion ;'* an af? 
fertion uttjsrly falfe aqd unjuftifiable, apd 
whiph, if pillowed good, wopldi in \t9 9:57 
tenfive progrefs, diffolye the clofeft ties of 
nature^ 

The relations dear, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother — 

would prove, that the care and love of a 
man's family (which yet whoever negleds, 
is "worfe than an it^del * ) are incompatible 
with Ghriftian benevolence. That country 
in which a man is born, which fupports 
him by equal government, and defends his 
life and property with its juft laws, is, i^ 
a larger view, his family— his more e?ctend- 
ed relationfhip — and he cannot but love 
it as much in preference above other coun- 
tries, as he does his own particular family 
above other families around him j — yes, an^ 

f I Tim. V. 8. 

> 
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with a love as juftifiable by the laws of re- 
ligion and reafon. ** Chriftianity," you fay, 
•* commands us to love all mankind" — And 
you fay true ; but when you add, that " pa- 
** triotifm commands us to opprefs all other 
^* countries to advance the imaginary pro- 
** fperity of our own," you add what is 
palpably falfe. Where is the patriotifm 

» 

which avow? fo vile a principle ? The fa- 
vage amor patria of ancient Rome might 
and did avow it; but that love of our 
(Country, which has ever glowed in the 
bofom of Britons, rcje^is the aflertion as 9, 
xpean and defpicgble calymqy. 

Mr. J E N Y N 5. 

It ihould feem, then, that I am miftakeu 
in my idea of patriotifm ; will you give 
me jufter notions of it I 
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SHERLOCK. 

Patriotifm is a refolute defence of our 
country againft wrong and oppreffion : it 
will not, as you unjuftly infinuate, feek 
occafion, regardlefs of right or wrong, to 

opprefs and trample upon other countries, 
hut is refolved to defend, and, as f^r as in 
its power, prevent the ruin of its own ; and 
this juft refolution fprings from that fame 
love which a man bears to his own family, 
extended to his own country j and to tell a 
jnan that he muft not love his country 
^bove other countries, is as great an ab- 
furdity, as if you gravely informed him, 
that he muft not Jove his own family more 
than other families. This juft idea of it 
will ferve to expofe the futility of your af- 
fertion, that ^^ patriotifm commands us to 
^^ opprefs all other countries to advance the 
** imaginary profpcrity of our own }"— for 
with c^ual Juttice might you urge, that a 
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}ove of our family commands ub to opprefs 
«ill other families to advance the imaginary 
profperily of our own. The latter may be 
the wifdom, and the former the glory, of 
n vain and wicked world ; but neither of 
them 4re derived from the facred fountains 
of love of our families and love of our 
country, which are, in fa£):, one and the 
fame thing, and toward both which We are 
held in the tendereft ties by the precepts 
of Chriftianity. 

Mr. J E N Y N S, 

If I am thus miftaken on the fubjed of 
patriotifm — for that of friendfliip I have 
furely laid a fifmer foundation* 

SHERLOCK. 

Nay i but no foundation at all : I can 
conceive you to be perfedly in earneft on 
the fubje^ of patriotifroi and I wi/i fuppofe 

the 
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the fame fiocerity in what you fay of 
friendfhip : but it is matter of aftonifliment. 
to me to obferve you fayiog, " that friend- 
^* fbip could gain no admittance to the 
♦* precepts of Chriftianity, nor meet with 
^* recommendation from it/' when it is 
both recommended by example, and en-* 
forced by precept. I prefume you will not 
fay, that becaufe the word Friendfhip is 
pot particularly mentioned, the thing itfelf 
is no where enforced : but if words may be 
allowed to fopvey 4|iy meaning, can any 
expreiiions more forcibly inculcate friend* 
fliip than fuch as thefe : ** Love as bre- 
^^ thren *.*' '* Let brotherly love conti* 
•* nue -f .'* " Let love be without diiEmu- 
** lation :}:•" *^ Let us not love in word 
^' and in tongue, but in deed and in truth §/' 
you will, perhaps, fay, that thefe expref- 

• I Pet. iii. S. + Heb. xiii. i. 

I Rom. xii. 9. $1 John iiu 1 8« 

(iona 
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ijlons are to be underftood in the exten(ive 
CeAfe of comprehending all the world; 
iffhsLt then can we think of the following 
pathetic wiih : '^ The Lord make you to 
'f increafe ai^d abound in love pne tdwards 
•* another, and towards all the world * !**—* 
What defpicable tautology is this, if the 
^rfl: part of the fentence means the fame 
as the laft ; if the words one towards an^^ 
9ther be underilood as refpeding all man- ^ 
kind, and not as relative to the particular 
Xies arifing from intimate affedbioni and 
(if you will allow the expreffion) friend* 
IJiip ! Bpt the thing i« too plain to require 
a further proof : the Ghriftian religion eq- 
joins friendihip in the moft afFedionate 
terms, as well as recommends it by the 
prance of its firft and trueft votaries. In 
what light can we regard the afifedion of 
our Redeemer for the l^eloved apoille, but 

f iThcff. Hi. |2, 

that 
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that of friendfhip? not to mention that -he 
calls all of them bis friends*. How ftrong 
an example of friendfhip does St. Paul fhcw 
to Barnabas and Timothy 1 and with what 
tendernefs does he exprcfs a more than 
common regard to Philemon, as well as 
affedion for Oncfimus ! 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

I am, it feemsy unfortunate in two of 
my inftances of falfe virtue out of three ; 
Talour, then, is the only fiditlous one whicW 
may be allowed with reafon to be iiftitious^ 
and to be overlooked by the Chriftian reli^ 

glon. 

« 

SHERLOCK. 

What tbiak you, Sir, of that aSedxA 
contempt of jpain as an evil, which you 
know ranked high in the eflimation of the 

* John XV, 14, 15. 

haughty 
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liaughtf Romans ? You well know its 
proud and unnatural didates ; the high ve*- 
neration it claimed and received, as well as 
how little it deferved the fmalleft fhare of 
refp6£t ; and yet this was the virtue taught 
by philofophers, and cultivated by fenatora 
and heroes —^tfae boaft and bane of Brutus 
and of Cato. This proud virtue could find 
so place among the meek and humble 
dictates of Chriftianity; which taught a re-» 
Agnation ynder affli^Jkions, upon different 
principles from the Stoic, and built the 
Chriflian'p contempt of pain and death up-^ 
on the firm foundation of a happy inimor*- 
tality. ThiB vain and empty floicifm I ex- 
pe<Sed to have found pointed out by you, as 
one of the firfl in the catalogue of falfe 
virtues; and well was your elegant pen 
qualified to expoie its flimfy colouring. 

Be this, however,* as it may : let me 
next defire you to confider the manner in 

which 
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which you have treated the new precepts 
inculcated by Chriftianity : the firft of thefe 
is humility — a terrible ftuihbling-block in 
the way of Inodern deifts, and which you 
chufe to ftylc poomefs offpirit. You are 
not to be told, that thefe words, however 
good their real nieanihg, convey to the ge«' 
nerality of reader's a mean and defpicable 
idea ; they ought therefore to be avoided : 
but you feem to be particularly fond of 
tbemi and very frequently repeat themi; 
Surely there never were two firanger fen- 
tences on one and th^ fame fubje A> than 
the following : ** By pooroefs of Ipirit is 
*< to be underftood a difpofition of mind^ 
•* meek) humblCi fubmiffive to power, and 
•• void of ambition ♦4"—** Pride was not 
*^ made for man, but humility, meeknefs, 
" and refignation ; that is, poornefs of fpirit." 
What chiming, and changing^ and repeat- 

* P. 64. ' * 

ing 



DIALOGUE V. 127 

ing i$ here ! Will this reprefentation of a 
Chriftian virtue; think ye^ ferve the Chrif. 
tian caufe ? Is it ferious ? Well ; be it fo : 
I only obferve, that in Mr. Hume, the 
enemy of Chriftianity, who fpeaks in much 
the fame drain of the fame virtue, fuch fb- 
lemn' ridicule might be natural; but in 
you» a prdfelfed friend, I cannot think it 
fuch a firain of ^expreffion as might have 
been expeded. 

Mr. j E N YK S. 

You ieem to have expeded much and 
to have been * much difappointed ; but by 
endeavouring to difprove vehat I have faidf 
do you not argue againft thofe Chriftian 
virtues which I have produced ? 

SHERLOCK. 



As to what I expected, I own my ex- 

pe^ations were high, from a fenfe of your 

3 great 
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great merit and enlarged capacity. What 
my difappointment was, may then natu- 
rally be conceived. You afk me^ howevcri 
a qiieftton which, I own, feems fairly to 
arife from what I have faid. But you laid 
me under a difficulty, by intermixing ob- 
je£tible and allowable paflages fo artfully 
and effedually, that it is no eafy matter to 
root up the tares without hazarding the 
wheat alfo: this in an enemy would be 
deemed artful ; in a friend it mull, at leafti 
be looked upon as carelefs. Thus, in the 
very next particular of forgivenefs of in- 
juries, you make many juft and excellent 
obfervations, but fupport them at the fame 
time with fuch extravagant falfehoods 
(non tali auxilioj nee defenforihus iftis) 
as muft injure the caufe you profefs to 
ferve. You fay, that ** the wifeft moralifts 
** of the wifeft nations and ages reprefent- 
** ed the defire of revenge as a mark of a 

" noble 
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*' noble mind/*' Now here I will venture 
to affirm, that you muft know to the con- 
trary : how then could you fay this ? Yott 
ate, I am fure^ well enough acquainted 
with the Greek and Roman writers, to 
know, that if fome reprefented things as 
you reprefent them^ others, and thofe of 
the higheft character, fpoke a very differ- 
ent language. 

Chryfippus non dicec idem, nee mite Thaletis 
Ingenium *. 

To this, you know, Junenal bears wlt- 
nefs in the ftrongefl terms ; and immediate- 
ly after adds, as his own opinion, an eic- 
prefs contradi£tion to what you aiTert, 

-I 

Semper et infirmi eft ania]i,exiguique, voluptas 
Ultio. 

And you are not unacquainted with the" 
fpirit of Epidletus, whofe conftaot precept 

* Jareoal. Sat* xiii. 

K was* 
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was» Bear and forbear \ and who, in hit 
book of morals \ ezprefsly treatt of the 
meannefa of revenge* Now, what poffible 
good end can^ it anfwer, to urge a faUe* 
hood in fupport of a good caufe ? 

Ma/ J E N Y N S. 
None, I muft confefs. 

SHERLOCKL 

Why then did you urge it ? And cer« 
tainly every perfon who is acquainted with 
the authors above mentioned, muft either 
wonder at your earelefTnefs in overlooking 
fuch paflages, or your weaknefs in attri- 
buting falfe do£trines to the writers. Thus 
too, you fay, in dired oppofition to the 
tri^th, that ^ the moft celebrated virtues of 
'^ the ancients were, high fpirit, intrepid 
^* courage, and implacable refentttient }'^ 
adding, that 

* Book ii. c. i«. § ;. 

Impiger, 
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Impigeri iracuodut, inttorabiliSi acer, 

*^ wstft th<i porfrait of the moft illuftrious 
*^ heroi drawn by otie of the firft poets of 
** antiquity/^ Now, implacable refeiit* 
ftient was not one of the moft celebrated 
tlrtues of antiquity; for it Was no virtue 
at all t and you muft very well know# that 
the chief defign of Isomer, by and through 
his whole poem, was 'to fhet? the iftifchiefs 
of an implacable refentment, aud to brand 
it as a crime of the deepeft die. 

M*. J E N t » S. 

* 

I own you hate poidted out tbnuf |^r« 
ticulars which I overlooked ; but ftill the 
general tenor of what I have faid oU thc^ 
fubje^ of the dew precepts of ChtilH%nity 
is juft i and fuch is the fuperiot ctceUttce 
of the Chriilian religion. 
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SHERLOCK. 

To me you will not think it neceffary to 
urge its fupcrior excellence, which, I pre-, 
fume, you are fenfible needs not be fup- 
ported at the expence of truth. And yet 
of this unjuflifiable method you have given 
another remarkable inftance, in a long and 
warm paflage, wherein you aflert, that 
Brutus and Cato were inferior in virtue to 
Meflklina and Heliogabalus : you remem* 
ber it, I dare fay *. It is too long to quote ; 
but the plain and evident meaning of it is, 
that the perfons who are engaged in the 
pra^ice of vices, which they know to be 
vices, are more admijfthle into the king-^ 
dom of heaven^ than the perfons who are 

enj^aged in the pradice of falfe, which yet 

.» ■- 'U ■ ■' 

they believe to be real, virtues. 

• p. 91. 
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Mr. JENYNS. 

I fpeak but the doftrine of Chrift, who 
fays, that *^ the publicans and harlots en«* 
^* ter the kingdom of heaven before th§ 
^' Pharifees," 

SHERLOCK. 

I believe, indeed, that you had that text 
in mind when you penned the above ex- 
traordinary affertion. But you know the 
reafon given is, the repentance of fuch tin- 
ners J to which they would fooner be moved 
|han the proud and felf-fufficient Pharifee. 
Now the cafe of the Epicure and ilrumpet, 
whom you tacitly and comparatively ap- 
plaud, is evidently different ; and your af- 
fertion againft Brutus and Cato may be 
Qverturned by a fentence of our Redeemer, 
much more to the purpofe of the fubjedl 
^efpre us : ** And that fervant which knew 

1^3 rhw 
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^< his iQafter^s wilU and prepared not hm^ 
** felf) neither dt4 according to his willf 
^^ ihall be beaten w^th many ftripes ^ but 
f * he that l^oew it not» and yi^t did commit 
^* thing* worthy q£ flripes, fhall be beateq< 
** with few ftripes ♦.'^ Heliogabalu^ an4 
Meffalina werp brutesi and they l^new that 
they were bryt^ in vice ; Brtftiis and Cato 
were the votaries of falfe, but they knew 
pot that it was falfet virtue ; how much fu- 
perior in excellepce they were, then, to the 
monfters whom you have thought fit to 
feprefentas mo^e admiilible into heaven, in 
the horrid and fantaftic drefs of all their 
profligacy about theniy cool and tinprejudiced 
reafoo will in one moment deterrpine^ 

Mat J E K Y N S. 

Ere this fubjofi is difmifled, I beg leavtf 
to recapitulate, in order to be itf^derftood* 
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^ I mean not to paft any cenfure on the 
** principles of Talour, ^atriotifm» or ho* 
^ Qour ; they may be ufeful, perhaps ne- 
^** ceflTary^ in the commerce and bnliners of* 
^ this turbulent and imperfed ilate ; and 
*' thofe who are aduated by them may be 
^^ vtrtuousi hoaefti and even rdigious men : 
'' all that I aiTert ist that they cannot be 

« 

SHERLOCK. 

And is this all that you aflert ? How mo^ 
deft !~0n the contrary> I aflert^ that the 
man of valour^ or adive courage^ may be 
a very good Ghriftiany if he does not exert 
his fpirit in an improper manner> and on 
improper oecafions. . His courage, it is 
trucj arifes from the fame animal fpirits as 
animate the fturdy mafti£F, or the horfe 
that neighs for the battle ; it ist as you 

K 4 juftly 
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juftly obfervei conftitutional. Forgive him 

this fault of his naturei b^t do iiot de« 

prive him of his Cid-iftlanity. And, again, 

. on the point of patriotifm, I ^flert, that a 

man may love his country, and yet be a very 

good Chriftian ; nay, he cannot be a good 

Chriftian without it, any more than he can 

•without a love for his family — and both 

for one and the fame reafon. But this I 

have before confidered; and as I apprc- 

hend that I weary you with continued 

difapprobation, I will, for a while, change 

the fcene, and relieve you by paying that 

juft tribute of commendation, which, on 

fomc occafions, you well defer ve* 

Mr. J E N Y N S. 

If I may flatter myfelf that any applaufe 

is due " ! ■ 
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SHERLOCK. 

Yes ; fome is due* for the modefty ^ and 
goodnefs of your defign, however executed^ 
The InterDal evidences of the Chriftian re« 
ligion, which you have produced, are great 
and ftrongi and in many places well fup* 
ported: you have ft ruck out a beautiful 
thought^ why religion was not delivered 
fyftematically t ; and your proof of that 
common principle, that the prefent life is 
PBly a ftate of probation, 19 new, and un- 
common X ; — it is wortljy of you, as plead- 
ing the facred caufe of Chriftianity, and is 
yvell conduced, expreflive, ftrong, and con- 
:i7incing. Your coi^iment on feveral beau- 
ties of fcrjpturc §, which you have feleded, 
\^ good, and animated with a warmth that 
the divine fub^ed naturally calls for ; and 



• P. Sr-^J. + P. i«. 

; P* *4- § P. 37. &c. 
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your reafons why forgivenefs of injaries is 
a noble virtttc, are fuch as carry convi&ion 
«rith them, and muft carry it to the moft 
implacable breaft. The new birth f » which 
enthuiiafts had miferabty wrefted from its 
original meamog^ you have placed in that 
dear and rational light which was intended 
by its divine Author. And the fubjed of 
faith, on- which volumes have been written, 
ferving more to perplex than (atisfy the 
mind, a few j^iges % of yours have done 
clear jufHce to, and pointed out with moft 
expreifive {propriety its moral nature^ 

Ma. J E N Y N S, 

You feem to paufe ; and it is but time : 
indeed you have feleded fy many paifages 
to commend, that I almoft forget your 
former diiapprobation. 



t ff v^ t ^' ^*» *^« 
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SHERLOCK. 

Joftios is furely due, as well on the fide of 
ji^laufe, as on that of dtfapprobatioo. 

Ma. JICNYNS, 

But I ha^e, you fay, furnifhed deifts with 
onanfwered ailments ; I confefs I know of 

SHERLOCK. 

I will mention only one^ where * mcHre 
might be produced ; but that one is laid 
(down with fuch minute exaftnefs, pointed 
to with fo extended a finger, that it ihould 
ibem as if you were exceedingly unwilling 
it fhould be overlooked. The paflage -f* is 
too long to quote ; but you will inftantly 

^ Ai in p* 84.— 'And of that numerogs train of objedlions 
which are produced and anfwered, from p« 1 1 5« to the 1 8oth^ 
if cannot bat be obfervcd, that many of them are propofe^ 
llfitk much greater force th^n the ai^fwers are given with. 

t ?• 30, 3«» *9? 

irecoIl(*A 
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rccollc<5l it when I tell you, that you havo 
introduced it with a moll abfurd and falfe 
objedion; and which, furely, none ever 
did or ever could make ; and then you add> 
•* that they Ihould reverfe their argumentf 
•* and give it" — in a manner which you 
give for them— with a cautious particularity; 
concluding with an obfervation, that ** this 
** would be an argument worthy of ra- 
^^ tionjil de^ds, and ^eman^ a refpedful 
** attention."—: — Yes, and not only that, 
^ut it is an argument which not one deift 
in a thoufand would have thought of but 
for you ; and undoubtedly you receive their 
thanks for furnilhing them with it. Upon 
this fubjed I will only obferve, ih^t it 19 
not ufual with a warm friend to furnifh 
enemies with weapons, which might wound 
the caufe they wifli to ferve. 



Mn. 
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Ma. JENYNS. 

t muft Confefs that this converfatioa has 
furprifed me extremely: fo little did I 
imagine that I (hould be fufpedled of 
coldnefs in the caufe of Chriflianity, I even 
aflured myfelf that my work would be 
looked upon ^' as the work of fome en- 
<' thufiaft or methodift ^> fome beggar^ or 
** fome madman/' 



r ' 



SHERLOCK. 

V 

Indeed you need be under no apprehen«« 
(ions of that fort, for they are very idle 
ones. No man in his fober fenfes will ever 
piiftake you for an enthufiaft, or methodift ; 
fuch fpirits write not in the firain of your 
work: nor are there in it more marka of 
poverty or of madnefs — there is too much 
livelinefs for a mind deprefled with pover* 

• P. iSg. 

ty. 
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tjf and too much connedion for one vrztp^ 
ed with madnefs* You might, therefore^ 
have fpated your adurances, that the '^ au«< 

•* thor is trcry far removed from all thcftf 
•* charaders.'* 

Ma« J E N Y K S. 

Weli^of all thefe things the world 
will judge; and I apprehend, that what I 
have faid will have the good tfftOL to eon-^ 
Tince infidels, ** that, notwithfta&ding all 
*' unfavourable appearances, Chriftianity 
•* may not be altogether artifice ♦•^ 

SHERLOCit. 

Vi^avtmrabUi appesirafices ! and not alteMf 
gather artifice !*i^What eipreffiona I'^-^and 
ftom the m<»ith of a friend !-^But he it fo— « 
I forbear any farther obfervations on thi* 
extraordinary flirain— as indeed I ihall on 

many 



/• 
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many otiier particukrsj which might be qIh 
ierved and enlarged upon in your workt to 
come to one pafiage, wi^ my thotigfata on 
which I ihall relieve your wearied atten* 
tioa hy concluding my vifit» 

Mr. JENYNS. 

Oh} no :--.by all means favour me with 
every objediUe particular. 

SHERLOCK. 

i 

Indeed the time nvauldfail me to tell of 
your large and unwarrantable grants to in* 
fidels ^nd deifls % and your no lefs unjuHi-^ 
fiable conclufions drawn from thoTe grants; 
—or your (what name Ihall I give to 
fuch— ) expreffions on St. Paul's fhipwreck, 
his doke, his parchments ;— or your ob* 
fervations on government f ;— or your iay- 

iag» 

• P. i»4. 

t P. 1 34« ^Co?emin«nt,'* <ays Mr. Jenyns, '* cannot lie m«* 

^* naged withoat certain degrees of violence, C9rruf$im9 and 

"^3 ** impoiition.** 
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ing, that ^* perpetual patience under injd^ 
••• ries and infults, muft every day provoke 
•* new infults and' new injuries *,'* in di-» 
rc€t contradidHon to what you beforcj v^ith 
greater truth, aflerted, " that fuch a dif- 
*' pofition would, at laft, conquer the moft 
^^ obdurate hearts^ and we ihould have no 
** enemies to forgive t-*'"~ Why fhould I 
remark your oblique hint on •' the wanC 
" of irrefiftible .evidence J," or your ob- 
fervation, that ** a ftate of mental and bo- 
*• dily perfedion feems, to our ignorance, 
** ^o be m,ore confiftent with juftice and 

*' impofidoii/*-— Exactly in the ftrain of a courtier in one 
of Fielding's excellent moral hiftpries-^*' Do yoa not know, 
" Dodor, that this is as corrupt a nation as ever exiiled under 
*' the fun ? And Would you think of governing fuch a na* 
** tion by the ftridt principles of lionefty and morality ?*'-*!» 
jfmeiiaf b« ii. c* 2» 

• P. 135. 

f P. 70. Indeed the whole chapter from which, the above 
is quoted, is as well an inimitable pifiure oi matters poUtitalf 
as a complete illuftration of our Author's dofbrine* 

*• reafon :*' 
6 
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•* reafod § :'*— or your alTertioQ (for it is in 
fsiGt no lefs), that the '^ majority of man- 
** kind can form ne other idea of this re-i> 
^^ velation, than that of a confufed rhap- 
<« fody of fidions and abfurdities/' 

M«. ) E N YN S. 

Here are heads enow^ furelyi to frame A 
difctmrfe upon of no moderate length ; but 
if I am not to be obliged with it, I muft 
fubmit. I caa only fay) that it is dill my 
opinion (and, I think, I have proved it), 
that " if there were a few more true 
'^ Chriftians in the world, it would be be- 
** neficial to themfelves, and by no means 
•* detrimental to the public */' 

S H £ & L O d K. 

Spoken ill the very fpirit, as well as in 
the very words, which you have written ! 
—words the moft remarkable, furely, that 

$ Pi 1744 •Ad fin. 

L ever 
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fever were fpokfeti ot Writtfttt. Itfcteefl Ih^ 
tonftitute that Very l^afTage with Which I 
juft now declared I would eo^ludd fai^ 
vifit.^— Hear mfe theti, Mr. Jehj^hs, and 
with patience z-^you feave wrftten a fenftble 
treatife on the Chriftian religion^ to which 
religion you have profefied yourfelf a 
friend: I muft believe your pfofef&Ons. 
In your work theVt are mitoy excdlittAt 
things, wdl Worthy ydur great tmAer-^ 
ftanding, and^n it thtfe are many ia» ^^ 
teriy unworthy. A ftran^e and unaecbui^ 
able mixture ! But had you conchided iift 
whole with fome earneftnfef^ preffitd it 
Hpon the heark ef your i^adir i^i^ a ^- 
coming fpirit ailld gravity ^fefa wiH bdt 
fufpedl me of pleading for loofe and un>- 
meaning declamation)) it would have 
feemed more like conviftion, and fiav« ap* 
pearedtoflow frotn the heart. Wha-eii*^ 
6n the contrary, ydtt have drawn up your 
conclufion with fo little force, fiach faint 

I and 
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ilbd QiBtecgetk: Itflkffiftefft* as if yan t^^re 
if&Ff littk iitfenefted iki ^<»ttr reiderU bcBtt 
of ilie {nsDifee^ ^ t£ tbcM irerti a fevi^ 
*' Kt^rc time CbrMtknB ia the %orld[9 it 

« * « 

^'^ wmild be more ibictteficial to tftemfdlTes^ 
^^ ttfid foy no fliettiiBiddtrimeiMjd tx> the {mb* 
^^ lic.'^-^Col4 ^nsleCs, and ^Hianimated ! 
shod xm iibch .a fiibjed: !*<-You could but 
IgpcSLk in a Arain like doofi, anshen xlfiamng 
^ your fkoe-^^* if it inrere a Mttle largot 
^dtcrofs^ it woxsiM be of .moce fetrice to 
^. Me, 4nd by no caeaas itrouUcifonie to fbe 
«* folttw" 

"Wft matt,^eii Ifeafbnbg oii a gteat and 
^pottant Tubjed, &oUld intetmk a decla-^ 
matory eafneftntfs in iJie coorfe of liis ar- 
gument, iiot ittemjrt to move the jJaffionsi 
ifvlrife iie fliouia tcmthice -tibe linderftand^ 
ing : bul when he 'has prdpofed arid proved 
fes arguments v^tli -fttcngth arid cleat-ndfsi 
then not to enforte them withu juft and 

La heart"^ 
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heart*felt warmth* appears affeded, indif- 
ferenty and unnatural : — unnatural, furely ! 
for if the head and heart go together in the 



canfe of religion, both will exert themfelves 
with equal force, each in their proper 
place, the one in the courfe, and the other 
in the coaclufioui of the work. 

It was not with this cold indifference 
that I enforced the divine truths of Chrif- 
tianity, after I had endeavoured to prove 
them;— »no, I prefTed them home to the 
heart of the Deift* which I wifhed to 
warm, to animate, and alarm. In a ftrong 
apoflrophe, I directed him to go to his na- 
tural religion*!*, bid him compare the true 
prophet with the falfe, and then fay which 
is the prophet of God :— I urged him to 
mark the expreflive anfwer which Nature 
gave, when viewing the fcene of the cru- 
cifixion, through the eyes of the centurion 

t Sherlock's Sermons, vol. i. p. 271. 

who 
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who attended at the crofs — how ftrongly 
by him ihe fpoke, and faid) Truly this man 
was the f on of God. ; 

Here was warmth and energy, which 
flowed, and which feemed to flow, from the 
heart. Had I urged this comparifon in a 
cold and unafFeding manner — had I con- 
cluded it with aflfuring the Deift, that ^^ a 
^^ little convi£tion, arifing from this com- 
^* parifon, would be beneficial to himfelf, 
*^ and by no means detrimental to the pub- 
^ lie," I fhould have thoug|it, and not have 
len furprifed if others had thought, that 
had betrayed the caufe which yet I wifhed 
ferve. 
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COWLEY— Dr. HURD. 



' min i ju>, . 



COWLEY. 



L 



IFE's ^ name 

That nothing here can truly claim; 
This wretched inn, where ye fcarce ftay to bait, 

Ye call your dwelling-place. 

Ye call one ftep a race ; 
But angels, in their fiill enlightened ftate. 
Angels, who live and know what 'tis to be. 
Who all the weaknefs of your language fee. 
Who fpeak things, and your words, their ill-drawn 
pi&ures, fcorn; 

When ye, by a foolifli figure, fay. 

Behold an old man dead! — then they 
Speak properly, and cxy r-Bebolda man child horn! 

My eyes are opened, and I fee 

Thro* the tranfparent fiiUacy. 

L4 Dr. 
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D R. H U R D. 

Seraphic ftrains !-rWhat is it I hear i 

Auditis ? an me ludit amabilis *^ 

Infi^nial • 

Such drains they feem, as my fkvourite 
Cowley ivould have fang ■ 

C O W L E y. 

Yes ; they are feraphic ftrains — and fuch 
as your favourite Cowley Jitf fing^ and 
ypu, in your well-intended, though ill- 
conducted, edition of my work^ did omit. 

Dit. HIJRP. 

I thopght, oh gentle (hade of the mofl: 
excellent of men ! to do a fervice \o yquf* 
fame by the freedom I prelumed to take 
with you. 

COWLEY. 

I know you did :— but furely ip omitting 
the noble poem on Lifcy whence thefe lines 



are 
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are quoted, as well as fome others which I 
could mention to yoUf you little confulted 
that exquifite tafte» of which you are fo 
complete, and acknowledged a mafler. 

Dk. HURD. 

It much concerns me to find that I-have 
Omitted any parts of your works which 
would hai»e -done honour to your oame* 
This, which I have juft heard, is certainly of 
that number ; you laid you could mention 
fome others: would you diredl me to 

V 

the m ' / 

1* 

c o ^y L. E Y. 

There lies the folio edition of my works, 

I fee :— What do you read at the bottom of 

fhe fixty-fifth page ? 

► - • • ^ 
Dr: H U R D. 

Hope, of all ills that men endure 
The only cheap and univerfal cure ! 

Thou 
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^ Thou «4pt»vc*P frcedofn, and thou fick man's 

health! 
Thou toftr's ▼id'ry, «nd thqu beggai^s woakh! 
7hW maAQ;^ vfhklf fjxm hqiv^ we ^a(» 
To $vcry talte a fevcral meat! 
Thou ftrong retreat ! thou fure entaird efiat^ 
Which nought h^ po^fr.to aliei^te ! 
Thou pleafant) Honeft flatterer! — ^^for none 

FtMcar :ui^Pp9rim«ik Imk Am »^^ 



. < . / 



«• - 



» » r* ~« 



C O W J« E Y. 



What ia your opinion of thefe liaes? 



» t 



Di. H U R D. 

I think them) as indtcd evelj man muft, 
ex^uifite* 

COWLEY. 

Why then omit thena ? 



Dr. 
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nn. H U R p, 
I Appre)hea4e4 th«t th«fe would have 

« 

heen an impropriety- 



mmf^i^i^^m 



c o w L E y; 

I guefg 4t ihc df Ucac)r f of your rea- 
£}06i — but you fy^ what a diamond had 
been loft to the world, if only thofe were to, 
be Teen which you have thought proper to 
fet round my pifture. 

b». H U R D. . 

la the . next edition I will take care to 
have tbefe llr^es inferted^ and will fearch 
yrith a mor< accurate eye fca: others equally 

a|?:eeablet . 

COWLEY. 

Next editiofi l'-*My dear Sir, I appre- 
head a nejct edition will never appear. 



\ 



• • ' / 



love-Tcrfes, entitled the Nnfirifis 
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D«. H U R D. 

Why (hould we apprehend that ? ** Evary 
*• thing you wrote (pardo^ the freedom) is 
^' either fo good or fo bad» that in all rea- 
*^ fon a reparation fhould be made, left the 
•' latter, which is unhappily the greater 
'* part, fhould in the end ftme and overlay 
" the former." 

COWLEY. 

Time, I prefume, has given an anfwer 
to your queftion; and what you aflert 
reds, I afTure you, on no good foundation : 
but even fuppofe it did, thfe inference you 
draw from it does not reafonably follow ; 
there is no fear left the one fhould over- 
whelm and (ink the other in oblivion. 



D R. H U R D. 

I own to you, my fears of that fort 
made me defirous to prefent the world 

with 
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with a perfeSl image of Mr/ Cowley's 
genius. 

COWLEY. 

Whoever thinks a faultlefs work to lee» 
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor e'er {hall be. 

Perfedion is not to be expeded in a hth- 
man compofition ; nor indeed (for that 
reaibn, I prefume) is it deGred. I believe 
I fpeak the general fenfe of mankind when 
I aflure you, that my voluminous works, 
which were fent into the world, 

With all their imperfeftions on their head, * 

were more agreeable than the two fpruce 
volumes which you formed out of them... If 
here and there a few lefs excellent pieces 
appeared, they were but like moles on an 
elegant form, which rather added to, thaa 
detra^ed from, the beauty of the whole. 
And that whole compofed an agreeable 
work, to which even thofe lefs perfedt 

pieces 
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]^€bes contributed (if I ttay be allowed tlie 
exprcffion) their fhare of perfedion. Yout 
very miftake, however, is amiable, and 
fprung (as all your a£Hons do) from aa 
amiable mbtive. My «6knowledgment8 
Mfe Aati therefore, tft ytfur ititenriou, how- 
erer blai&eiUe your G«cutk>aof it may btk 
But I quit ydUf with thte a^raace that 
yduir ttkiop ifjfuirv fr^nt is exoeediidgty toif- 
applied;— -that you have (kowet* ton^ 
traty to yfiin* gentle nattt-e it may fctm) 
reprefented tut not ^niilse Dfeiptydbtts in 
the potu ^h<5fe Jhcrrd 'mrk jfhiM onfy die 
^th an <exf)iriog «rorid f* ; 

f Tb^fe #6T<h rfltt^e tb the mi& ^cteHcftte coikiplhiilfni 
forely thai ever was i^xmtit and which Mr. Gewlqr piyt <(l 
Virgil. It is to be foand in a noble Pindaric Ode on ibift 
Rc(uitt£tion« 

——All gentle notes be droWnM 
In the laft trompefs dreadfifl foand ; 

That to the fphei«s them&Wes (hall fileoce brin^ . 

Untune the univerral firing. 

Then all the wide-cxtended flcy^ 

And all th' harmonious worlds on higti> 

t L.. " ^^^ VirgiVsfatrei work Jhall di$» 

Lacerun) 
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^S9 



-Lacerum crudeliter ora 
Ora, manufque ambas^ populataque tempore 

raptis 
Auribus, et truncas inhonefto vulnere nares ; 

that the rough bookfellers in the beginning 
of this century) did me truer juftice in the 

following fentence, *• We dare not fay the 
*' poems are equally perfect, yet certainly 
" ihey are fuch as defcrve not to be buried 

" in obfcurity,'* than that.poliftied editor 
who obferves,^** that it is enough if this 
** fmall coUedion go down to pofterity s 
" in that cafe, neither they nor the author 
*' will have any great lofs, though the reft 
*' be forgotten." 



J 
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Mr. ADDISON— Dr. JOHNSONS 



••^m 



JOHNSON. 

" XT 7 ^ pronounce the name of QitO| 
*' ▼ V but we think on that of Addi- 
** fon*/'— There is a fomething in the 
delicate morality of Addifon, which ap« 

proximates too much to efFeminacy» and 
ill accords with my fterner genius : — I can- 
not, therefore) forbear an occafional re- 
fledion of feverity on his memory. 

ADDISON. 

** Fierce Reproach, which drives the guilty 
•* with his fcorpion-whip over rocks and 

* Johnfen'sPre&ceto Shdke^peare. 

M ** precipices. 



% I 
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precipicesy is not of fuch efFedual fcr- 
vice as delicate Reproof, which coire^s 
with fmilmg affaWlity." 



J O Jf N & O W. 

Who tells me fo ? 

ADDISON. 
Addifon himfelf. 

• ■ 

J O H N s o m. 

Indeed! — Rluftrious fhadcT— It is with 
almoft reludant gratitude that I receive 
the hondtir of this vifit ;— and ill do I ^• 
ferve it, who but now— — 

ADDISON. 

Say nothing of " but now :"— I never 
harboured refentment, and now I know it 
not. The interefts of virtiie» which you 
are fo well able to ferve^ induce me to 
lament both your defedion from them, and 

your 
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your choice to ramble m the thorny paths 
of party. But it is no part of the defign 
of this addrefsi to concern myfelf with the 
merit or demerit of your prefent choice } 
the mean concerns of party are now be-* 
neath my notice. The great and intereft- 
ing calls of virtue alone will awaken the 
attention of an immortal and unbodied 
ipirit. 

J O H N S O *f . 

To what would all this tend ? How^ or 
In what inftanceS) have I deviated from the 
interefts of virtue ? 

A D D I 9 O 1<. 

In fiegiediiig to ptoiiiote thein;-^in leav- 
ing the path of occaflonal eflays in which 
you firft trod, an eminent, and frequently 
&n excellent moralift, to wander in infipid 
accounts of Scotch expeditions, or in the 

ftill more infipid tranfaftibns of— — 

M 2 JOHN- 
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JOHNSON' 

Mean you this in alliifion to my Rambler ? 

V 

ADDISON. 

I do ; — the merits of which are great ; 
but maturer judgment, and a further pro- 
grefs in the fame path, would have taught 
you to alter the uncouth drefs of your ex- 
preflion, and to polilh the rugged feverity 
of your thoughts. 

JOHNSON. 

Uncouth drefs of my expreffion ! — I con- 
fefs I did not expe<9: this;— I took fomc 
pains in the ftyle of thoCe papers, and af- 
fume the vanity to fay, that " I have la- 
*' boured to refine our language — and fome- 
'* thing, perhaps, I have added to the 
•^ elegance of its conftru£tion, and fome- 
•' thing to the harmony of its cadence. 
** When common words were lefs pleafing 

.5 "to 
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** to the ear, or lefs difiiiKSl in their (igni- 
** fication, I have famlliarifed the terms of 
philofophy,. by applying them to popular 
" ideas." 

ADDISON. 

I fhall only obferve upon all this, that if 
fuch terms as tortuofity, exacerbation, pau* 
city, frigorific *, and a thoufand others of 
the fame fantaftic flamp, may entitle an 
author to prefume that he has refined his 
native language, your title to fuch pre- 
fumption is clear and undifputed. 

JOHNSON. 

Are not fuch terms elegant and expref* 
five ? 

* And yet the writer who could make ufe of fuch wordd> 

fo far forgets himfelfy as to apojogife in the following man* 

ner: ■" If I fhould fometimes feem obfcnre, may it be im« 

*** poted to a defireof avoiding that ciTence which is always 

** given by unufual words/' Ramilir, No. Ixxxvi. 

M 3 A D D I- 
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ADDISON. 

They are afFe€ted : and that fingle charge 
deftroys whatever other merit they might 
I^ave. In any work fuch language is not 
agreeable; but in a compofition defigned 
for general ufe, which may be fuppofed to 
be in every hand, it is unfufferably abfurd. 
It is not every perfon who will chufe to fit 
with your Dictionary by his fide, to envelope 
the pbfcurity of diflScult teriQS^ 

» 

JOHNSON. 

The diamond beneath the rugged out« 
fide, will amply repay the trouble of re* 
moving the incruftation. 

ADDISON. 

True; but if the gem be prefented at 
once to the eye, iq all its pure and ray- 
emitting fplendour, it is a thoufand times 
more valuable, as well as pleafing, than 
when clouded with a rugged veil, which 

re<][uires 
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requires no lefs labour than time to draw 
afide. Such is the (hell of a fruit» whofe 
juices, though wholefome, are nearly as 
fevere and acrid to the tafte as their cover-» 
ing is difguftful to the eye. Your mora- 
lity carries with it the auftere air of a Cato; 
you lafli with the feverity of a Juvenal ; — 
in a word, you convey your precepts rather 
through the harlh lips of reproach, than 
from the more efficacious tongue of delicate 
reproof. Thefe are the errors which time 
a^ exp(^rience would have removed ; and 
Nrour morality, when conveyed in more eafy 
language, and divefted of its frowning air, 
would have been efFedually ferviceable to 
the interefts of virtue. Thefe, though you 
are fo well able to defend and promote 
them by your found judgment and flrong 
underftanding, you have, by negleding, 
deferted.' This negligence apd dcfer- 
tion, virtue, and the fons of virtue, can- 
not but Ument. 

M4 
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Archbishop LANGTON— EDWARD 

GIBBON, Esq. 
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MR; G I B B O^N. 

*' ^UCH is the connexion between the 
** *<-^ throne and the altar, that the banner 
** of the church has very feldom been feen 
♦* on the fide o£ the people */' 

Arch%i8hop LANGTON. 

You did well, Sir, to foften, in fome de- 
gree, the unjuftifiable affertion by the words 
very feldom. — But I will arrange your tune- 
ful period more juftly in the ftrain of truth ; 

* Hiftbry of the Decline aod Fall of the -Roman Empire, 
p. 6o, 

and 



\ 
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and adyife you to pronounce, that ** what«» 
** ever be the connexion between the throne 
*^ and the altar, the banner of the church 
^< has often been feen on the fide of the 
♦• people." 

Ma. GIBBON. 

Whence, and what ! But I know no 

difcompofure. Like ** the fages of Greece 
^* and Rome, I remain unmoved hj an 
^* awful fpe^acle, and, as if I were uncon* 
•* fcious of any alterations in the phyfical 
** world," by your appearance. — Whoever 
you are, therefore, I converfe with yoti as 
man with man ; and inform you» that fup- 
pofing your alteration juft and^rue, to have 
inferted it would have dcftroycd the inten- 
tion—*- 

AitCHfeisKot L A N G T O N. 

What intention ? — To lower the church 
in the eyes of your readers, is all the end 

which 
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which fuch rcfledions— but (to ufe your 
own words) ** I wili not prefs too clofely 
•* the myfterioufi language •"of a writer who 
does not chufe openly to profefs himfelf an 
enemy to religxonf however he may, by 
feeble argumente, and by unneceiTary con*- 
ceflions (made with feigned reludiance) to 
the invented accufations of namelefs ene- 
inieaj betray the facred caufe. 

Mr. gibbon. 

I underfland you not : at firft your pur- 
pofe feenied to be^ to defend the church 
from the imputation of fiding with ty- 
ranny ; now you extend your views, and 
fpeak with warmth on the fubjedl of reli- 
gion, as if you intended a defence tbere^ 
where no attack was made. 

• p. 470. 



Akch- 
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Archbishop. L A N G T O N. 

111 would it fuit the purpofe of my Vifit, 
and the end would be utterly unworthy of 
the means, if I came only to dbfend th^ 
political conduct of the profeflbrs of reli- 
gion, whom yet you have accufed unjuftly. 
But there is a higher and more generous de- 
sign in this appearance, which 1 am fuffered 
to make, in order to (try at lead to) con- 
vince you, that you have depreciated the 
Chriftian. religion unjuftly. In what in- 
ftances will appear in the courfe of our con- 
verfation— at prefent let me advert to that 
fubjeft which firft introduced it — and re- 
mind you, that " the banners of the church 
*^ were difplayed on the fide of the people" 
in the reign of king John ; when, by my 
advice and encouragement, the people of 
England aflferted their liberties, and Magna 

Charta 
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Charta was obtained from the hand of an 
unrelenting and unwilling tyrant. 

Mr. G I B B O N. 

. Bj Langton, then, I am honoured with 
this unufual addrefs : — be your aflertioa 
granted. *^ In an age of fuperftition, the 

•* influence of the clergy might be ufefully 
*', employed, to aflert the rights of man- 

*^ kind * ;" — but in more enlightened cen- 
turies, when men were freed from the 
chains of fuperilition, fuch inflaiices will 
not readily be found. 

Archbishop L A N G T O K 

Not readily ! What do you think of the 
noble ftand for liberty, made by the bifliops 
and clergy againft the arbitrary proceedings 
of James the Second ? ^ 



* P. 60. 



Mr. 
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Mr. gibbon. 



Sure jou forget your charaQer — A popidt 
archbifhop applaud the meafures of thofe 
who refifted papal tyranny l-^-How'iiicon* . 
fiflent!— 

Archbishop L A N 6 T O N. 

ff 

When you confider me, as a moment's 
refiedion will dire& you to do, the feetting 
inconfiftency will vanifh at once: — but be 
that as it may — thefe two noble hiftanees 
(from which all your prefent liberties are 
derived) may fuffice to prove the injuftictf 
of your remark on the confequences of the 
connexion between the church and the 
altar. I leave, therefore, your politicalf 
and turn to your religious, opinions ; whichf 
though they afford a larger fcope to objec- 
tion, are yet more difficult to be aflaultedj 
as they, in general, chufe not to appear in 
3 open 



/I 

* 
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open day, but cad into ihadesi and vifible 
only in profile. Such, for inftance, is your 
ilrong afierdon, that the fcripture account 
of the fertility and plenty of the Holy 
Land is abfotutely falfe. 

Mr. gibbon. 

An afTertion like this, methinks, is fuffi* 
ciently plain ; here are no fhades^ nor does 
it appear in profile, but in futi face :— on* 
fortunately, however, it is an aflfertion which 
I. never made. 

AftCKBisHOP L A N G T O N. 

Not, indeed, in fo many words, but by 
the diredetft inference imaginable ; and your 
reader muft be ftrangely inattentive who 
does not make it. What, Sir, is your qpi- 
nion of Phoenicia amd Paieiline ? 



Mr. 
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Mft. GIBBON. 



•* Th« former was a narrow and rocky 
^' coafti and the latter was a territory 
** fcarcely fuperior to Wales either in fer- 
** tility or extent 






Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

And yet tlus latter is the land which 
the fcripture reprefents in ftrong terms of 
^^ a land flowing with milk and honey f*" 

• P. 25. 

f It may not be worth while to enter upon a difcuffion of 
the extent of the Holy Land, becaufe the Scriptare has not 
precifely determined its exad limits, as it has pofitivdy de- 
clared its. fertility ; yet, as Mr. G. has hinted afionifhment, 
that religion fhoald be promulgated from fo contrafted and 
fmall a fpot, he may be directed, in the words of Miltoo, to 
confider, 

■** that great, 
*' Or bright, infers not excellence; the earth, 
** Though in comparifbn of heav'n, fo fmall, 
*' Nor glift'ring, may of folid good contain 
** More plenty than the fun/ * 



Faradi/t Ujt, b. viii, v. 90* 



Mit. 
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Mr., gibbon. 
Is it not now fuch as I have defcribed i 

ARCHjisHap L. A N G T O N. 

Kot even tuyiv is it fo barren as you hav^ 
|)ainted it ; but allowing it were, you need 

not be told what a change time and op-^ 

preflion will make in the foil of an hara0ed 

iind negle^d country. 

Mr. gibbon. 
Was it not fuch at the time of which J 

lYTOte ? 

ARCMBisriop L A N G f O N. 

It was not :~though it had Idft much of 
its ancient fertility) it even then produced 
in abundance the fruits of the earth. It 
had not IgA that plenty which enabled it to 
fupply the luxurious cities of Tyre and 
Sidon; and which Tacitus % the author 

• Hiftor. 1. V. 

N whom 
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whom you fo juftly admire^ would havr 
informed you, made it defervedly called a 
fertile country^ ivhere com and fruits ^were 
exubetani as in liafy^. If at that time it 
inerited fuch a dcfcription, what reafon is 
there to doubt the affertion of Mofes rc- 
fpediog its fertility and plenty ?— But Ta- 
dtu8 may, it feems, be occafionally ovev- 
looked, provided the imputation of falfehood 
can, covertly, and with feeming inattention f, 
be fixed upon a more venerable name. The 

• The words of Tacitus arc remarkable :— ** Uber A>- 
*• lum : exuberant froges noftram in Morem : the wdrd " cx- 
'' uberant" conveys nearly the fame idea as the fcriptaral 
expreflion of overflowing. And furely the words tufiram in 
mbrem conrey an high idea of 'fertility, if we may befieve 
Virgil's beautiful panegyric upon Italy. 

neqne Medorum iylvae, diciflima terra. 
Nee pulcher Ganges, atqne auro tnrbidas Hermu$, 
Laudibus Italia certent, &c. &c. Georg. \u 

t It is remarkable, that this oblique firoke at the veracitj 
of Scripture is introduced in a difFufe detail of the provinces 
of the Roman empire, whei« it might lead have been «x- 
pedled, and where it might moft be fuppofed to have been 
inferted without defign. 

6 prefent 
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prefent now is the only feafdn in the an* 
tials of time, which bdars the leaft refcm- 
blance to the defcription you have given ; 
and even that refemblance is but faint-~ 
tehile all preceding aeras cohtradi£t, in th6 
Atongeft tei-ms, your bold ^ifid infidioiis af- 
iertion; 

Mk. GIBBON; 

Thefe, however, are errors (if errors they 
inuft be deemed) merely htftoricalj and 

a 

therefore venial. 

V 

ARcrtBisHop L A N G T O iN'. 

If they had no worfe tendency than to 
offend agairift the truth of hiftory, they are 
Scarcely venial in a writer of your acknow- 
ledged accuracy and diligence. 

Mr. gibbon. 

Bfe they venial or riot, I beg that we may 
Ifeave them J for there is yet left behind a 

N 2 fevercr 
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fetercr accufation againft tnc, ftittely, that 
*• I have depreciated the Chriftian religbn.'' 
You added the word, ^fy^^fy* Moft uii- 
queftionibly, if I have depreciated Chrift-- 
iahity at all, it muft be unjuftlj; for fuch 
18 my veneration for ota^ moft hoiy reli- 

giOQ 

AacHBrtHdP L A N G T O N. 

Forbear your profeffions, and let us attend 
to proofs. — What will naturally firft prefent 
itfelf to our confideration is, that general air 
of unfriendly friend(hip> that Awfo dJia^or^ 
which runs through the whole of your, ac- 
count of the progrefs of the Ghriflian reli- 
gion : — particular paflages of injuflice and 
mifreprefentation will occur as we proceed. 
If, in confequence of what I fay, you (hew 
your convidlion by a jufter train of think- 
ing, and a fairer courfe of argument in 
the feqpel of your work, which, I fee, you 

arc 
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are now preparing, my vifit will then be 
not in vain. 

Mr. gibbon. 

As my heart is not barred againfl convic- 
tion» the confequences mud depend upon 
the £3rce your arguments carry with them. 
But how does it appear that I mafk enmity 
under the difguife of frieodlhip ? for that, I 
fuppofe^ is what you mesln by the A»i» ufto^x 
of Sophoifles — a proverb which I cannot al- 
low .to ,b^ applied to me, upon your mere 
^ITertion. 

Archbishop. L A N O T O N, 

When an inquirer into the progrefs of 
^ny religion dwells with vifible pleafure 
upon the faults of its firft profeflbrs, paints 
them in glowing and animated colours, ex* 
pofes with a really ready, though afFededly 
reludant, hand, their follies and their weak- 
ly 3 ' nefles; 
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ncQes ; when he lowers the converts ia 
the eyes of his readers, as the meapeft and 
vilcft of rabble j when he oppofes that reli- 

•.• .Ill*; •• 

gion with feemingly ftrong objeftions, and 
anfwers them with really weak arguments ; 
—--when fuch is the inquirer's condud, will 
you, can you deem him, with truth, a frien4 

• . • . i 

to that religion i 

Mr. gibbon. 
Certainly not; but have Idpne all this J 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. * 
You have : and more than all this. 

* 

Why, but for the pleafure of dwellipg up* 
on faults and expofing weaknefles, are both 

exhibited with fuch frequent care and criti- 

• « « ■ • 

cal caution ? Why was the flaming zeal of 

. . . ■ ■ ■• 

theftern TertuUian* drawn from its obfcu- 
rity ? Why was it given us in its horrid 



colours-^ 



I • 
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colours — not in all its horrid colours in-^ 
deed, becaufe you have contrived to heighten 
tfee terror of the pidlure, by aifFe£ting to 
draw that veil over a part, with which you 
ought rather to have covered the whole ? 
Why was the obfcure narrative of Aglae* held 
out to the light ? Was it the only Chriftian 
anecdote worth preferving ? Cpuld you find 
pleafure in relating none but fuch a pitiful 
and ambiguous tale as this ? Why are the 
firft Chriftians fo very carefully pointed at 
as the dregs of the populace — as beggars and 
(laves? Why— — ' 

Mr. gibbon. 

Permit me to interrupt you in the tor- 
rent of your queftions. In whatever light 
my reprefentation of thefe things may ap* 
pear, I thought, and ftill think, it arofe very 
naturally in the courfe of my inquiry;— 

N 4 an4 
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and whether I took pleafure in the pidure 
Or not» tt win at leaft be allowed, that the 
likenefs is juftf and that the hj^nd c^ triitl^ 
guided my fteady pendl. 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

We will leave, then, the points of friend- 
&ip and pleafure, to attend to that of truth. 
Now, fuppofing the utmoft that juftice will 
allow us to fuppofe; and granting, that 
many ipftances of the weaknefs (or wicked*^ 
nefs, if you will) of the firft Chriftians were 
perfedly true— what, after all, does this 
prove ? It proves no more than the frailty - 
of human nature, and that the profelytes of 
Chriftianity were liable to error. But not 
the leail fiain can it caft on that divine reli-? 
gion itfelf I which, though it may exalt 
and purify the mind, does not convert men 
into angels. But, indeed, iii many of the 
feprefentations which you have given, and 
in many of the alTertioQs you have thrown 

out, 



i 
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ooi;> 70U have greatlf xnifreprefented, or« 
lit le«ft» mifiaken US&s, It is not. &d, fer 
inflaace} that the firft converted Chriftiaat 
were " beggars and flayes, the dregs of 
♦» the earth.^* 

Mb. gibbon. 

> 

You furely forget : It is not I who ftylc 
them fo^ ^' it was the charge of malice 
*f and infidelity *." 

ARCHBISHOP L A N Q T O N. 

I grant it: and you retail the charge 
with moft diftin£t particularity ; you fay, 
indeed^ that •* the unfavourable picture, by 
^' its dark colouring and diftofted features, 
*' betrays the hand of an enemy :'*— but 
how faintly do you endeavour to call the 
Jight of truth upon it, and to give its juft 
and well-proportioned form ! Your anfwer 
\p the charge is not given with half the 

•P.S14. 

glowing 
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glowing vivacity which fparkled in youp 
fiyle when you held the accufation out tQ 

viewt 

- » • 

Mr. gibbon. 

Perhaps it is not ; but you will confider 
the embarraflment I was under from ^' the 
** exceptions being either too few in num- 
^* bcr, or too recent in time, intirely to 
f * remove the imputation of ignorance an4 

« 

♦* obfcurity *.'■ 

Archbishop LANGTON. 

Intirely to remove it ! — When we calj to 
ixiind the noble affurances of the word of 
truth, ** that not many wife men after the 
" flefli, not many mighty, not many noble» 
*^ are called; but God hath chofen the 
*' foolifli things of the world to confound 
*^ the wife> and God hath chofen the weak 

" things 
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f* things of the world to confound the things 
f ' which are mighty *,''— we are naturally in** 
duced tp join in the triumphant expoftulatioa 
pf the apoftle; " Wberp is the wife ? Where is 
f* the fcribe f Where is the; difputer of this 
5^ world f ^ath qot God made foolifh the 
V wifdom of this world "f* ?" Supported by 
jhefe aflurances, we wifli not ** intirelyj ncjt 
" at all, to remove the imputation of ig- 
** norance apd ol)fcurity," only to foften 
the afperity of the tpr^s in which it is de- 
livered by the banc} of sl friend; an afperity 
which feems to aflift and dired the weapo;i 
pf malice aimed at the vitals of Chriftianity* 

Mr. gibbon. 

. * « 

you do well to mention the confeffion of 
3t. Paul J for " the lower we deprefs the 
** temporal condition of the firft Ghriftians, 
[^ the more reafoa we (hall find to admire 

* I Cor. i. 26, 27. -f I Cor. i. 20. ' 

« their 



tSt DIALOGUE VIIL 

'^ tkeir merit and fuccefs:^' — and indeed 
^^ we iland in need of fuch f efleftions to 
*^ comfort us for the lofs of fome illuftrious 
'^ charadersi which, in our eyes, might 
**• have feemed the moft worfhy of the 
^ heavenly prefent. The names of Se- 
♦• neca, of the Elder and Younger Pliny, 
•« of Tacitus, of Plutarch, of Galen, and of 
^ the flave £pt£tetu8, and of the emperor 
^^ Marcus Antoninus, adorn the age in 
♦* which they flourifhed, and exah the dig^ 
** nity of human nature. They filled with 
** glory their refpeftive ftations, either in 
*^ a£tive or contemplative life^ their ex- 
<< cellent underftandings were improved 
*« by ftudy ; philofophy had purified their 
** minds from the prejudices of the popular 
" fup^rftition ; and their days were fpent iix 
•' the purfuit of truth, and in the pradice 
•* of virtue. Yet all thefe fages (it is no 
V lefs an objeft of furprife than concern) 
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^ overlooked or reje^d the perfection of 

^' the Ghriftiaix fyAem. Their language off 

•' their filence equally difcover their con- 

•* tempt for the growing fefli, which» in 

^ their time, had diffufed itfelf over the 

^^ Roman empire. Thofe among them who 

^^ condefcend to mention the ChriftianSi 

'^ confider them only aa obffinate and' per« 

** verfe enthufiafts, who exaded an im^ 

*^ plidt fubmiffion to then" myfterious doc- 

*^ trinesy without being able to produce a 

^* fingle argument that could engage the at« 

*• tention of men of fenfc and learning *•" 

» • 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

Oh, Siren drains ! — ^which •• make the 
*• worfe appear the better reafon!** With 
what enthufiaftic warmth have you dwelt 
upon thefe philofbphic characters, fele<3:ed 
with delicate precifioft ! — But why this ftu- 



P. 516- 
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died attention ? why this diligent care td 
paint the lofs of thefe worthies to the Chrift-^ 
ian caufe ? Why are your groans poured 
forth with fuch pathetic energy ?— It fliould 
feem as if the burden were far too heavy 
for the comfort you fo mucbjiood in need of 
to alleviate. Alas, Sir! this may be thef 
cafe with minds where prejudice bears the 
fway } but to fuch as are ruled by truth and 
reafon^ the fatisfadion arifing from the 
apoftle's forcible argument, weighs infinitely 
heavier in the balance, and the philofophic 
lofs upjlies and kicks the beam. You have, 
it is true> feleded men of note and emi- 
nence in the heathen world, and you have 
painted their chara£tera in all the lu^tuti- 
ance of commendation ^ but, unhappily, up- 
on one of them you have, with your own* 
l}and, fixed an indelible digma, whick 
proves him more worthy of every honeflr 
man's contempt, than of '' the heavenly 

^* prefcnt.*^ 
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** prefent." Seneca *, the philofophic Se- 
ticca, condefcendcd to compofe a ** juftifi- 
^' cation of the fon and affaffin of Agrippi- 
^' na.'V And yet this is the man, whom, 
when Chriftianity is to be depreciated, you 
could reprefent, ** as fpending his days in 
•* the purfuit of truth and pradice of idr- 
" tue." — The very man, who could calmly 
fit down to pen a ftudied apology for that 
monfter who imbrued his hands in his mo- 
ther's blood, and whofe •* prudence and 
** humanity f '* (what ' a proftitution of 
words tof fuch a charadler !) you have on 
another occafioK th9ught proper to cooi* 
mend. — But allowing: Seneca and the others, 

• p. 138. 

t p. 533» Mr. Gitbon takes particular pains to €xalt 
the charader of Nero, and exculpate him from the accu^atioa 
of fetlihg fire to Rome : — but Tacitus (whom again Mr, G. 
thinks proper to overlook) fixes the fufpicton on Nero in 
very ftrong terms indeed— AJii " palam faces jaciebant, 
«* atquc tjfifibi auSlorem vociferabantur.*' And again, " juf- 
^* fom incendium crederetar.'^ Ann. lib. xv. 

and 
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aad a tboufand moK, to be fuch a$ youf 
irarm imagkittlicm and flawing peo delcribd 
them* vpe may be charitably coa«eroe<l» but 
caoDot vrooder at theit liobappy negle^. 

Mr. gibbon. 

To me ** it is no leia an objed of forprife 

than cf concern." 

* 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

Why Turprife ? Wa» it not foretold, diat 
fuch would be the recq>don which the doc- 
trine of the Crof$ would mttt with among 
the difputerft of this wovld^^ta the Greeisy 
foolijbne/s ? Your parenthetical concern, then^ 
may arife from Chriftiati charity, but yout 
furprife muft be merely affedation j— for 
nothing can furprife which is not unexped- 
ed. But furely you much miftake the Chrift* 
Jan charader (you, or the authority you 
ijpeak from ), when you reprefent the Cbrift* 

I ians 
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ilans as ** obftinate enthufiafts, who exa<9:ed 
•* an implicit fubmiffiori to their myfteriou^ 
" dodrines." If this was their J)ra£ticef 
how ftrangely did it deviatte from the pre- 
cept of the apoftle, who direded them to 
** prove all things* but hold fall thaft which 
** was good * !" An implicit fubmiffion to 
truths unproved, is here neither exaded not 
fexpeded ; all things were firft to ||^ proved : 
then^ indeed, an unremitting fteadinefs and 
refolution to hold faft the truth, was fire- 
nuoufly enforced and pradifed. — But ii 
feems the Chriftians, if they had been in- 
clined to explain their dodrines, ** vfrere not 
" able to bring a (ingle argument that could 
** engage the attention of men of fenfe and 
*^ learning." — How improbablfe this, and, 

iri fad, how falfe ! — Improbable, that they 
mould not be able to engage the attention of 
men of fenfe aind learning in the primitive 

• 1 Thcff. V. zu 

O times, 
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times, when the attention^ and the heartd 
too, of JBoy/f, and L/^cke^ and Newton^ with 
thoufands of others — ** men of fenfe and 
•* learning*' — were attraded and engaged 
by them in more diftant centuries ;— and 
falfe, when many eminent men, whom you 
have namedt and many more whom you 
have not named, were amongft the early 
converts ; when Dionyjius the Areopagite, 
whom we may, without breach of probabi- 
lity, fuppofe poflefled of both fenfe and 
learning, embraced the doftrine of truth on 
the firft preaching of an apoftle at Athens. 
But becaufe the fages who appeared in your 
eyes ** as moft worthy of the heavenly pre- 
** fent/* rejefted it, fhall it therefore be 
urged, with any (hadow of juftice, that 
Chriftianity could not engage the attention 
of men of fenfe and learning ? 



Mr 



b i A L O G U JE VIII. 195 

mk. gibbon. 

i ihuft ftilt t'ectir to my original plea, . 
that not I, but the eheiniel of dhriftiamty, 
bring thefe cbargei agaibft it. 

AitcHBisiio^ L A N G T O N. 

By tepeatiag the charges tvith the ml* 
huteft cate, by giving them without the an- 
fwers which were then returned ( — indeed, 
by your mahner^ one would fuppofe hone 
^ere returned^— -at leaft, none fuch as 
*^ coiild engage the attention of men of 
** fenfe and learning'' — )i and which you 
inight have given from the fame author 
who furnifhed you with the calumnies of 
the enemies of Chf iftiaiiity, — you, in reali- 
ty, make the body of accufations your own 
— dum redtasi incipit efle tuus.—— You aire 
tnuch indebted to Minutius Felix, an author 
of aecuraey and elegance, for a large col- 

O 2 legion 



I 



io6 DIALOGUE Vlll. 

ledion of obje(5tions againft Chriftianity, 
and of calumnies on the morals of its pro- 
felTors. The fame ingenious author has 
returned juft and fpirited anfwers to " thefe 
** charges of malice and infidelity." Why 
you expofed the one, and paffed over the 
other; — or why, when you condefcended to 
mention any of the anfwers, you did it 
(lightly and tranfiently ; — why you chofe to 

Juft hint a fault, and hefitate diflike, 

your own heart muft beft inform you ; 
fuch condudl can, however, at beft be al- 
lowed to bear no favourable afpedl to the 
Chriftian caufe. You may, perhaps, be 
convinced, that my obfervation is juft, by 
the following inftance out of many. Your 
words are, " Thefe obfcure teachers are as 
^^ mute in public, as they are loquacious and 
*' dogmatical in private." Into thefe words 
(fuch is your happy art) you have certainly 

6 infufcd 
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infufed the elegance and fpirit of the ori- 
ginal Latin ; for they are an expreffive 
tranflation of " latebrofa et lucifugax na- 
^^ tio, in publicum muta, in angulis gar- 
*• rula *."-^In the anfwer which you afFeft 
to give to this imputation, you only at- 
tempt to clear the Chriftians from that part 
of it which relates to their mcannefs arid 
obfcurity ; — and even that attempt is fo faint 
and feeble, as if you wiflied it not to fuc- 
ceed ; — but you fay not a word to defend 
them from the charge *' of being mute in 
" public, and loquacious in private." This 
you are content to fuffer to pafs unnoticed, 
as if it were too true to.be contradicted or 
difproved ; but the fame elegant author de- 
clares, that the Chriftians were with the 
higheft injuftice ftyled *• loquacious in pri- 
^ vate," as their " adverfaries were either 



* Min. Fp1« cap. viii. Ediu Davis. 
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1^8 DIALOGUE VIII. 



" afhamed or afraid to attend to them in 

f 

'' public V 

Mft. GIBBON. 

If in the courfe of my inauiry mto the 
reafbos of the growth of Chriftianity, whicl^ 
I profefs to make *^ with becoming fubmif^ 
*' fiontt'^ feme unfaTOurable circumftance^ 
fhould prefent themfclves to view, the fault 
lies not with me. The caufe of truth 

Archbishop LANGTON. 

The Chriflian c^ufe^ Slir, is the payfe of 
truth. But that facred caufe may be fq 
diftorted by the pencil of prejudice and mif- 
reprefentation, as to appear in a very differ^ 
ent form from its nature and real lovelinefs^ 
to thofe eyes which view it through fo de-» 

* Nee in angulis ganali ii audire nos pablice, aut erobe(ce» 
p, aot tioietis. Min, Fe/ix OS. cap. xxxi. Edit. Davis, 

t P- 450- 

3 ceitful 
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ceitful a medium. Your book now lies open 
before us ; I will point to yoii a few more 
paflagcs which are prefented to the view of 
the reader through this deceitful medium.— 
*^ A myjlerious veil was caft over the infan- 
♦* cy of the church/'-^** It proteded the 
** Chriftians not only from the malice, but 
^* the knowledge of the heathen world." — 
** The new fe£t carefully concealed, or faint- 
♦* ly announced its future greatnefs and 
•^ ambition^ — •• The firft Chriftians were 
•* proteded by ignorance and contempt */'— 
There are in thcfe paflages, words which 
convey a very unfavourable idea of Chrif- 
tianity, and they are interfperfed with 
feeming undefign ; but when they are con- 

fideredwith an impartial «ye, they will ap- 
pear to be the arts of prejudice and mifreprc- 
fentaiion, difguifing the genuine beauty, 
and weakening the force of truth and pure 

religion* 

* P. 530. 

O4 Mr. 
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Mr. gibbon. 

Thefe things appear very differently tp 
me. I will take notice, however, of only 
one of your inftances. Surely I have proved, 
** that the heathen world had no know- 
** led^e of the infant fed of Chriftians/' 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

One would fuppofe, from your account, 
that the life of the great Author of Chrif- 

tianity had been paffed in filence and obfcu- 
rity; and that the dodrines he deliver- 
ed were confined to the fmall circle of fome 
obfcure village. But ** this thing was not 
** done in a cornerl" The heathen world 
muft: have had knowledge (whatever ufe 
they chofe to make of it) even of the firft 

« 

promulgation .of Chriftianity by the Re- 
deemer of mankind, who difpenfed it only 
in the province of Judaea. — But Athen.3, 

Ephefus^ 
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^plphefus, and Rome} were made acquainted 
"with it by the labours of the apoftles ; and 
Agrippa, a friend and favourite of the Ro* 
man emperor^ heard Chriftianity preached 
from the lips of St* Paul, and was nearly 
perfuaded to declare himfelf a convertj at 
the very firft difcoqrfe of the eloquent 
apoftle. Is it to be conceived^ that neither 
Agrippa, nor his numerous attendants, ever 

« 

took further notice, or converfed among 
their friends of Rome and Italy, of this eJc- 
Jraordinary defence of Paul, apd its forcible 
fffcG, upon his royal hearer f 

Mr. gibbon. 

Perhaps fuch ftupid, infenfible (ilence 
is not to be fuppofed;— but will you not 
allow me to urge, that this account is 
given by St. Luke,— a friend,— a, difciplc, 
Chriftian ? 



Arch< 
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Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

Yes* moft certainly : Urge it as forcibly 
as you pleafe } — yoi) c^nnc^t mean this hint 
fkS a plea to invalidate the teftitnony of the 
hiftorian^ wfaofe veracity you have yourfelf 
tacitly fallowed, by qupting an anecdote^ 
which, I will venture to fay, you will no 
where find but in the JBs of the jipoftles *• 
St. Luke acquaints us with the condud): c^ 
Gallio; and, from his autAorttyfy you have 
informed us, in terms of high admiration, 
>n what manner the provincial governors 
l)ebaved to the primitive Chrifti^ns. 

Mn. a I B B O N. 

Su Lufce mentions this prudent conduft 
<>f the governors of Judaea J, in more places 
.than one; ^d I Cftnnot but think it pru-- 

^ Afts xviii. 14, 15, 16. 

t P. SSI. , 

I A^s xxii]. 29. xxir. ^9* 

dent 
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fient condud ; I cannot but think that they 
^dled with great propriety: it certainly 
if was bepeath the m^jefty of Rome fer 
fi rioufly to difcufs the obfci^re differences 
ff which might arife amongft a barbarous 
f* and fuperftitious people.'' 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

With what an air of contempt and in- 
fulting ridicule was that fcntence delivered I 
And yet, Sir, thefc provincial governors, 
and their imperial dire^flors, very foon after, 
did not think it beneath the majefty of 
Rome, to perfecute with the crueleft tor- 
tures thofe whom now to overlook is with 
you a ground of commendation. —Is their 
perfecution praife-worthy as well as tj^eir 
forbearance ? 

Hn. GIBBON. 

I will not fay that j and humanity muft 
pynfefs, tha^ the change was to be lanient* 

pd; 
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cd :— but, at the fame time, truth muft 
allow, that the number of the martyrs was 
amazingly exaggerated. 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 
What induces you to think fo ? 




Mr. G J B B O N. 

Surely it is not unreafonable to conclude, 
that pallion, prejudice, and inflamed de- 
clamation might give a very unjuQ and un- 
limited account of the number of martyrs; 
cfpecially fince fuch a conclufion may be 
corroborated by ftqbborn fads, from which 
the cool and fteady pen qf aq unbiaffed 
hiftorian may prove the number not to ha.yQ 
exceeded two thoufand. 

Archbishop LANGTON. 

Undoubtedly human nature is every 
where the fame j and an ecclefiaftical hifto- 
^-ian, while the blood of the ^martyrs was 

even 
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even yet ftreaming, and while his heart 
was yet deeply afFeded with the fufFerings 
of his fellow-chriftians for that facred caufe 
in which he himfelf had fo large an intereft; 
fuch an hiftorian, I fay^ might naturally 
exprefs himfelf in ftrong terms ; terms, 
which may feem to increafe the army of 
martyrs beyond what a writer who lives 
fifteen hundred years after, — who may have 
no intereft at all in the fuccefs of Chrifti- 
anity, and who fets about the inquiry with 
all the unfeeling rigour of demonftrativc 
precifion — will, perhaps, allow. It is very 
pofliblei that if fuch an hiftorian were to 
engage in thetaffc, he might accomplifh it 
with fome appearance of ufelefs fuccefs* 
You, Sir, have given us your calculation in 
the full formality of arithmetical exaclnefs; 
— but to what end this learned labour ?— 
Chriftianity is fixed on the fame immove- 
able foundation (even allowing all you fay 

upon 
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upon the fubjed) whether two* ot 
thoufandy or a million, fuffiered death in iti) 
caufe. 

Mr. gibbon. 

True : but from hence appears a *^ me- 
** lancholy truths which will obtrude itfelf 
'^ on the reluSlant mind ; that even ad- 
^' mittingi without hefitation or inquiry^ 
•* all that hiftory has recorded « dr devotion 
•* basfeignedi on the fubjed of martydoms, 
** it muft ftill be acknowledged, that ihd 
^^ Chriftians, in the courfe of their intefline 
•* diffentionfi, have infli£kcd f^t greater fe- 
^^ verities on each other, than they had ex- 
** perienced from the zeal of infidels *.** 

Archbishoi^ L a N G T O N. 

•• Devotion has feigned !'* — What an ex- 
traordinary combination of terms ! But let 
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the ftrange expreflion pafs. I aflure yqut 
Sir^ there are to whom this melancholjT 
tale (fuch is their hatred to the Chriiliaii 
caufe) conveys no melancholy idea; nor 
do the minds receive the information with 
the lead reluSlance. But unfortunately for 
fuch minds, and happily for the Chriftian 
caufe, the horrid tale is not tru£/ 

Mr. gibbon. 

How ! not true ! — Then is there no faith 
in hiftory. 

Archbishop L A N G T O X 

I will not keep you a moment in fufpenfe : 
—if every fyllablc of the (hocking murders, 

whiph ybu take fuch pains to recount, were 
true, I declare to you, in the ftrongeft terms» 
that whoever a£ted the fevcrities you fpeak 
of, were NO Christians. It has been welt 
obferved, ** that if the precepts of the 

** Chriftiaa 
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•* Chriftian religion were faithfully follow-^ 
** ed, if every individual in every natiori 
" were a Cbrtflian indeed, all war and injuf- 
•* tice would be unknown amongft them.'* 
Whoever, therefore, were guilty of fucK 
behaviour as you attribute to Chriftians, 
were, I aflfure you, utterly unworthy of 
that facred name. They, from a defire of 
fcreening their wickednefs under a fpecious 
mafk, might call themfelves Chriftians; 
and you, for reafons beft known to yoHr*- 
felf, may dignify them with that holy ap-' 
pellation ; but neither they could, nor will 
you, oppofe with truth this juft aflertion, 
that they aded in dired: contradidion to the 
will of that religion, of which they impro- 
perly ftyled themfelves difciples. Let the 
black flain^ then, of perfecution remain, 
where it ought only to be fixed— on the 
perfecutors themfelves ; — and let it not, by' 
calling them Chriftians ^ be fixed on their re* 
ligion, of which they were not worthy. 

MR. 
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Mr< G I b b o n< 

The confequences of this reflexion may 
feem to glance where you appear to fuppofe 
them directed. But it cannot be imagined^ 
that I intended they fhould wound Chrift- 
ianity itfelf ; for I have ftyled the fyftem 
which thefe perfecutors defended with fuch 
favage zeal, " the fabric of fuperftition, 
** which the bifliops of the imperial city 
" had ereded." 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

I pretend not to fay what your intention 
was ; — the conftquences of yoUr affertions, 
however, are fufficiently obvious. But it 
^ is not intirely unworthy of remark, that if 
you ftyle the biihops of Rome architefls of 
fuperftition, you take care to call their op- 
ponents " a fet of daring fanatics, who af- 
*' fumed the popular charadter of reform- 

• P •• ers/' 
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•* ers." Be this, however, as it may, I {hall 
now conclude my vilit, already, perhaps, . 
too long ; but not before I have beftowed 
that encomium on your work, which is its 
real due : ther^ is an eafe and elegance in 
your ftyle, a captivating fweetnefs in your 
manner, a fmooth and pleafing turn of 
your periods, fcarcely to be met with in any 
other author; and in every page there 
Iparkles that brilliancy of genius (however 
mifapplied) that delights in a high degree 
every reader of fenfibility. — How aftonifli- 
ing, then, is it, that a genius like yours 
could chufe to wander in fuch barren de- 
I farts, as the reigns of the latter emperors 

I afford to the eye ! — that you could fubmit 

to the drudgery of copying, tranflating, and 

embelliihing the confufed narrations of the 

fe Auguftan hiftory ! — I think I may venture 

* to pronounce, that you never would have 

"* done it, but for the fake of introducing 

5 your 
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your two concluding chapters, which, art- 
fully and unawares *, Aide upon the in- 
cautious reader^ and prefent him with that 
iccne of infidelity, to view which only, it 
appears that he was dragged (for in fpite 
of all the animated eflForts of your uncom- 
mon genius, the reader does often move 
heavily along) through the defolate and bar- 
barous hiftory of brutal monfters. And 
•was this worthy of you ? — Indeed it was 

not. 

But thus the late Mr. Hume f* and thus 
you have made infidious attacks upon 

Chriftianity: 

• Who travel hi (lory in qu eft of fcb ernes 
To govern nations, or, perhaps, opprefs 
May there ftart thoughts which other aims infpire. 
Unlike Candace's eunuch, as they read 
Unhappy, may turn deifts on their road. 
May be furprifed with worfe than what ihey fought. 
And entertain a daman unawjc^rts^ Yoi;ng. 

•f- There is a remarkable fimilarity betweeit thcfe two 
authors. How very like Hume is the following feritence of 
Mr. Gibbon, when fpcaking of the lewdnef:- of the Roiraa 

P 2 tyrants ; 
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Chriftianity : and why, Sir» this zeal, why 
this earneftnefs to fubvert that holy reli- 
gion ? What good end can it anfwer ? Docs 
the Gofpel teach an Epicurean morality? 
Does it inculcate malice, covetoufnefs, re- 
venge ? In a word, does it encourage vice 
of any kind ? If it did, you could but pro- 
fecute it with unremitting zeaU But as it 
teaches a pure fyftem of morals ; as it in- 
culcates peace, generofity, forgivenefs; as 
it encourages virtue of every kindy why it 
is thus inf^dioufly and earneflly attacked, 
let the hearts of its enemies declare. But 

the revilers of Chriftianity a£t a prepofte- 
rous part ; they endeavour to remove that 
excellent religion, and attempt to fubflitute 

tyrantS4^— — — '* The fentiments of honour and gallantry have 
** introduced a regard for decency, and refpedl for the public 
** opinion, into the modern courts of Europe." P, 150, 
This regard for decency,. and refpe£t for public opinion, 
which really flows (torn Chriftianity, (See Dial. II.) Mr. Gib- 
bon, following Mr. Hume's fteps, traces from tbi fentimmts 
of honour and gallantry^ 

3 nothing 
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nothing in its room. — At leaft give the 
xwrorld a purer and more reafonable rule of 
life, ere you try to blaft its deareft hopes 
both here and hereafter. 

Mr. gibbon. . 

Till now,, I rather doubted the truth of 
the Platonic notion of fpirits : but you 
have confirmed it*. The fame concerns 
'which might be fuppofed to have actuated 
the fubftantial archbifhop, now afFe£t his 
unembodied (hade: had I been thus ad- 
dreiTed by one whofe trade it was not 

Archbishop L A N G T O N. 

Trade ! — ^I fmile at the freedom of your 
manner, and pity the error of your opi- 
nion. Alas ! Sir, in the world of fpirits, 
all think alike on the truth and importance 



1 

( 



•Fait vivis quae cara— 



-^Eadem fequitur tellure repoflos. 

Virg, JEn, vi. 

p 3 °f 
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of Chriftianity. Convidion there reigns 
over all. Some indeed " believe and 
** tremble*' — but ALL believe. There, 
then, no particularities oF employment en- 
gage, nor motives of intereft influence, the 
mind; a refledion which here is often 
caft, by difingenuous deifts, upon fuch of 
the clergy as advance to defend the caufe 
of Chriftianity againft their attacks ; and 
it is a refledion deemed by them of fuffi- 
cient force to induce them to negled the 
weightieft arguments; but hovir unjuftly it 
is fo deemed, lei your unprejudiced reafon 
judge. All good men are concerned in the 

« 

interefts of religion, and all fuch will de- 
fend it— but the defence furely comes with 
double force from the hands of a clergy- 
man ; unlefs it will be faid, that his rea- 
fons carry lefs weight, becaufe he has paid 
Viore attention to the fubjed. But if this 
will not be faid, it will be urged, '' that 

'' his 
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'** his temporal intereft is concerned, and 
** hence his ready defence of religion/* — Be 
it fo : — allow the ungenerous plea : what 
then? Will he argue more weakly, will he 
attend to the caufe more carelefsly ? Surely 
not. — if a man's property is invaded, and 
litigious people will endeavour to 'find 
flaws in the title to his eftate, will it be 
urged as a proof that his title is therefore 
bady becaufe he defends it himfelf? A 
Lyttelton, a Weft, and a Jenyns, have 
argued with convincing force in the Chrif- 
tian caufe; but had they been divines, their 
arguments would not, on that account, 
have been lefs efFedual with minds unpre* 
judiced and open to conviction. 
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CICELY, Duchess of York- 
Lady S . 



Lady S. 



w 



H ENCE, and what art thou, execrable 
Shape? 

CICELY. 
Knowcft thou not me? 



Not to know me, argues thyfelf unknown ! 
The meaneft 

But ah ! — I forbear : — alas, for the impo- 
tence of pride!— Yet, ere I addrefs you 
farther, tell me what there is in my formi 
to occafion your fevere exclamation, and 
juftify your diflike. 

Lady 
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Lady S. 

It is not your fudden appearance, it is 
not the apprehenfion natural to the human 
mind on fuch occafions; but it is a fome- 
thing in your perfon, though adorned with 
the richnefs and elegance of earthly pomp, 
which fhocks my very foul in a manner 
that no defcription can reach. 

CICELY. 

I feel your words j and the fling they 
give me is part, and a fevere part, of my 
penance. Know, then, I was once the 
mother of two kings, and the grandmother 
of a queen; — ambition and pride, fierce 
ambition and unfocial pride, were my " 
crimes and my curfe while on earth, and 
now the confequences of them form a part 
of my punifliment. It is my doom once 
in a year to prefent myfelf before an op- 
pofite, and, by coiifequence, an amiable 

charadter 
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charader of my own fex, to fufFer the an- 
guifli of relating my own hiftory, and 
drawing my own chara<fJ:er, a8 well as to 
do painful juftice to another, by delineat- 
ing and applauding her virtues. This is 
the annual feafon, and you, Lady S. are the 
perfon before whom I am to perform the 
hateful talk. 

Lady S. 

What an unexpeded fcene!— and ah! 
how little can I deferve applaufet who me- 
rit fo little! 

CICELY. 

Yes— that humility, that unaffuming 
fpirit4-.oh, how unlike mine, and how 
piercingly does- the contraft ftrike me ! But 
to my hated office. I was the daughter of 
Ralph Neville, Earl of Northumberland, 
In the ftormy reign of Henry the Sixth. 
I was. married to Richard Duke of York. 

His 
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His difmal hiftory is well known *• After 
the fatal lofs I fuffered at Wakefield, I 
lived to fee a variety of fortune attend my 
defcendants, and, during fix-and- thirty 
years that I furvived my huflband, enjoyed 
not one hour of peace or fatisfadion. 
Difappointed ambition preyed^ upon my 
heart ; and, retiring to my caftle of Fo- 
theringhay, I exercifed that pride and in- 
folence of fuperiority over my inferiors of 
the village, which was doubly fliarpencd 
by the refle£tion that I had it not in my 
power to extend it over a whole kingdom* 
In this vain (late and impotence of power 
I lived and died. In the reign of Edward 
the Sixth, Northumberland pulled down 
the choir of the church, where my remains 
were interred. Am6ng the ruins my 
bones were dug up; and here began a fcfene 
of torment to me, which I can never fully 

♦ See Shakefpeare's Henry VI. 

defcribc, 



:J 



-*; 
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defcribe) though I am annually obliged to 
attempt it. My fpirit was commanded to 
the fpot. I faw the rude and unhallowed 
hands ^ of infolent labourers tofs my dif- 
jointed limbs here and there with fcorn. 
With what infolence of vulgar wit did 
they examine the fcroU of indulgence (ah, 
vain indulgence !) from the pope, for par- 
don of my fins* which they found about 
my neck! — Avaunt, flaves! and know that 
I am — ah, whither does my paffion hurry 
me! — am^ alas, mean and contemptible 
duft ! Seven years did my defpifed or un- 
regarded remains continue expofed and 
mouldering among the rank weeds that 
fprang up among the broken ruins; and 
then they were colleded and huddled into 
the earth by a cruel charity, which mixed 
my bones with thofe of the low inhabitants 
of a paltry and deferted village. 

Lady 
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Lady S. 

Oh, would the fcene were finifhed! 

CICELY. 

Would it were! — for to me the moft 
painful part of it is yet to come : to ap- 
plaud exalted virtue, is even more galling 
than the paft heart- wounding recital ; but 
the allotted tafk muft be performed 



•Therefore to thee I fpeak. 



But with no friendly voice, and add thy name^ 
Oh S— I to tell thee how I hate thy virtues. 
That bring to my remembrance from what ftatc 
I fell : how glorious once above thy fphcre, 
Till pride, and worfe ambition, threw me down. 

Your life, then, is a real oppofite to mine; 
but ftill there is a reflexion arifing from a 
view of it, which will afford a favage com- 
fort ( — Evily he thou my good ! — ) to my 
fpirit; for your condudt is almoft fingular 
in its variation from mine; ^nd while 
raeeknefs, humility, (Economy, gentlenefs, 

and 
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and charity, fill up the revolving minutes 
of your time, the generality of women 
are— —but I am not allowed to dwell upon 
this fcene; my bufinefs is with you and 
your fuperior virtues. To thofe, however 
unwillingly, I muft return, and do them 
painful, but it fhall be fpeedy, juftice. 

In this beautiful fcene of rural retire- 
menty the largeft part of the year is fpent 
in fpreading bleffings around you. Affa- 
bility and fweetnefs of difpofition diftin- 
guifli you among your equals, and attend 
your extenfive charity among your infe- 
riors. How often have I feen (wMIe my 
heart fmote me at the fight) the gentle 
fmile of foothing condefcenfion animate 
your too lovely countenance, and render 
you an angel of benignity, while you was 
employed in relieving the wants of a fel- 
low-creature ! What a fight, to obfervc 
you, who at one time have been the 
brighteft ornament of the mbft fplendid 

circle. 
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circlC} at another {looping, literally ftoop* 
Jng, to vifit the habitation of the cottager, 
enter it with the mod affable humility, 
and, by your gentle demeanour, difpenfe 
the trueft and the mod refined pleafure to 
the lowly family ! What are all the vani^ 
ties of life compared with fucti a fcene as 
this, in which you appear with a fuperior 
luftre!— and how does the gay, the young, 
the beautiful, the giddy duchefs of ■ ' ■ , 
though adorned in the height of- elegance, 
while treading the wild round of luxury 
and diflipation, flirink into nothing, when 
compared with your gentle fpirit thus dif- 
perfing the bleifings of tender charity 
around you ! 

In a domeftic view, a fpirit like your 
own will contemplate with rapture your 
varied virtues. It is your delight to repay 
the maternal anxieties of an aged parent 
by the moft diligent attention 

To 



r 
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, To rock the cradle of declining age. 
With lenient arts extend a mother's breath. 
Make languor fmile, and fmooth the bed of 
death. 

It is your delight to extend tliat care to 

your own rifing family, whofe virgin 

bloom you tend with the moft watchful 

attention; whole perfons, indeed, you do 

not difregard, but whofe minds are your 

firft concern ; a concern which is employed 

with fuch exad: propriety, as may make 

them lefs fenfible of the lofs they fuffered in 

their excellent father. Intp them you inftil 

the pureft notions of religion, which defcend 

upon their minds like the dew of heaven ; 

and by this means will they grow and flou- 

rifh here, till they are tranfplanted into the 

garden of God. Kindred fpirits, who have 

exerted themfelves in the caufe of virtue, 

like you, and now reap their everlafting 

reward, look down from their heaven with 

pleafure on your joint devotions, your ra- 

Q^ tional 
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tional converfations, your morning em^ 
ploymentSy your evening amufements, 
your fummer's pleafing walks, your win- 
ter's fweet fociety ; in every one of which 
maternal love rules your guiding heart, 
filial afFedion and duty fill their dudile 
minds, and virtue is the cement that binda 
your facred union j— may it laft till » > ■ 
but ^ 

Stupidly good, of enmity difarm'd^ 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me? witk 

what fweet 
Compulfion thus tri^nfported me ?-^ — - 

} refume my former felj^ md hafteo ovec 
the remainder of a fceqe, whofei r<ecdile<^ioQ^ 
forms my hitter anguiflx* 

Your faint-like purity, -your unfeigoc4 
devotion, your ferene, yet cheerful, temper^ 
your fweet fenfibility, your patient refig- 
nation under affiidion, your even and 
thankful enjoyment of^ profperity, you* 

pumberlefss 
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numberlefs other excellencies, fingly fixed 
exceffive brightnef^j but together they 
form a conftellation of fplendid virtues, 

which charm every foul-*— ^but fuch as 
mine 

Enough : I have given the painful de- 
tail) and fij &om this hated fpot. 



T H £ END. 
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